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Halloween:  Pumpkin Carving Party 
The Friday before Halloween we invited a group of f riends to join us out to dinner and then come back 
to our place for a pumpkin carving party. Earlier i n the day Benjamin had prepped the table with a 
Halloween themed tablecloth, pumpkin patterns, and carving utensils. Just before heading to dinner 
Benjamin and I made two pumpkin pies complete with homemade pie crust! 
 
Steven, Joe, and Craig joined Benjamin and myself a t the Tavern in Lowry for a bite (chips and salsa, 
salads, fish and chips, turkey pot pie and a burger ). Todd wasn't able to join us for dinner as his fl ight 
hadn't yet arrived. Luckily he was able to make it for the carving. 
 
The party was BYOP(umpkin) although Benjamin and I shared. I started him cleaning out the insides of 
ours while I took some pictures. After he'd had eno ugh of that I began the carving while he and Steven  
(who had already finished his -- he's fast!) attemp ted to roast some pumpkin seeds. Eventually we all 
finished, although I was the last one done, must be  the perfectionist in me! 
 
After the carving we lit them up outside and enjoye d some pumpkin pie and some roasted pumpkin 
seeds. Everyone had a blast and we can't wait to do  it again next year! 
 

-- Casey  
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JWU:  Economic Policy Summit 
On October 20 the College of Business hosted an eve nt that tied into the upcoming elections. They 
had three professional figures come into our audito rium and setup a panel discussion amongst them 
in front of about 200 students and surrounding comm unity residents. They discussed issues such as 
Joe The Plumber, Healthcare, Gas Prices, Elections,  and other exciting topics! 
 
The faculty and staff that put this event together got together and chose me  to be the Student 
Master of Ceremonies. I was in charge of introducin g the panelists, facilitating the question asking, 
and walking around taking audience questions. I was  given a microphone and asked to walk 
around the auditorium as if it were my own “talk sh ow”. I felt so important!!  
 
The event was a HUGE success and it was a great opp ortunity for me to get some exposure on 
campus. In fact, the Dean of Academics and the Pres ident of the University each approached me 
afterwards and gave me endless praise about how wel l I performed, etc. etc. I believe the President 
said quote, “Why don’t I know you better?! How did you get passed me?” 
 
I am excited to say that the College of Business is  going to do a follow-up event in March 2009 and 
have asked me to be the Master of Ceremonies for th at one as well!! I promise we’ll have pictures of 
that one. 

- Benjamin  

Painting Project 
Last month Casey and I purchased some paint for acc ent walls throughout the house. Choosing the 
right colors was a long process. Mostly because I h ad to convince Casey that the walls, in fact, 
needed some color ;)  We finally got to our first a ccent wall this month. We decided to start with the  
guest bedroom because if it turned out to be a disa ster, at least it wasn’t the first thing people saw  
when they walked into our house. I chose a deep red  color to match the bedding in there. It was a 
very involved project. In fact – I didn’t realize t hat red paint would need like 6 coats!! Not to ment ion 
we had to re-tape the walls for each coat. Arg!! Oh  – and the Pepto-Bismal-Pink Primer was the 
best….  Our poor neighbors probably think that we p ainted our guest bedroom pink because after 
putting the primer on the wall, our neighbor walked  outside and could see into the window. Noticing 
that we were painting, she yelled “Hello neighbors!  Painting huh?!”  That was the last she saw of it. 
I’m still not sure if I want to invite her over jus t to prove that I have better taste than that!! lol   
 
I was very pleased with the outcome and am looking forward to starting on the other walls �   This is 
just my way of slowly decorating the house to its u tmost potential. Enjoy! 

- Benjamin  
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Casey's trip to Reston, VA 
Ever since Renee, Robert, and Reba-Grace moved to R eston, VA I've been itching to go out and visit 
them. I finally found time to do one of my work/fun  trips (work during the day and have fun in the 
evenings and on the weekends) between Oct 15-22. 
 
I had a direct flight via Frontier from Denver to R eagan National Airport Wednesday night. This worked  
out well as I was able to get a half day of work do ne in the morning. The flight was uneventful and 
Renee was there to pick me up. Getting from the air port back to their house, however, became an 
adventure. We plugged in their address to the GPS ( which is how Renee found the airport) and off we 
went. Unfortunately we were much too busy talking a nd getting caught up to pay attention to the GPS 
and we missed at least 4 turns forcing the GPS to r ecalculate our route after each failed attempt. Abo ut 
the time we're circling around the Washington Monum ent Renee realizes that she's never driven in 
Washington DC herself -- usually she gets there via  the Metro or the few times they've taken the car i nto 
the city Robert has been driving. No doubt this con tributed to the chaos! After we got out of DC prope r 
it was smooth sailing to Reston. 
 
I worked Thursday but was able to eat lunch with Re nee and Reba-Grace and got to spend time with 
Robert that evening while Renee went to her pottery  course. Reba-Grace maintained that she was shy 
for several days before really warming up to me. Lu ckily for me I had my secret shyness weapon: the 
iPhone Bubbles application. The app is very simple -- as you touch the screen it creates bubbles which  
you can then pop, complete with sound effects. By t he end of the trip Reba-Grace would go up to 
Renee and ask "Mom ask Uncle Casey play bubbles?" a nd after some prodding from Renee she would 
come over and ask me herself. :) 
 
Friday Renee, Reba-Grace and I went for a morning w alk prior to me starting working. Reston is laced 
with wonderful paved trails throughout the neighbor hoods and among the trees. This provided a great 
start to my day. After Robert got home we had dinne r, played with Reba-Grace, and then went through 
her bedtime routine. After she was down, the gloves  came off and we played 16 rounds of Nertz -- a 
card game involving aspects of both Speed and Solit aire, and very competitive. Alas, that night was no t 
mine and I lost. Every. Single. Game. Renee came ou t the winner with Robert close behind her. We did, 
however, have a wonderful time. 
 
Saturday we all trekked into Washington DC via the Metro. We started at the Library of Congress, just 
slightly East of the National Mall. The building, o ddly, has zero books directly accessible to the gen eral 
public. Instead the touristy part of the building g ives the history of the library and shows off some of the 
amazing architecture. We were unable to take pictur es of the most amazing room, the Library of 
Congress Reading Room in the Jefferson building but  a quick Google search will give you the idea. Afte r 
the LoC we walked down the National Mall to the Was hington Monument, ate lunch, and awaited the 
beginning of the free walking tour. The tour starte d at the Washington Monument and hit the World War 
II Memorial, the Vietnam Memorial, and the Lincoln Memorial (where MLJ gave his I Have A Dream 
speech). Along the way we picked up interesting fac ts about the monuments, the people they 
represent, and their designers. By the time we were  done we were thoroughly exhausted and took the 
Metro back to Reston. 
 
Sunday we all played hooky from Church and instead went out to Mount Vernon, the home of George 
Washington. That weekend they were having a Fall Fe stival which included things like horse-drawn 
wagon rides and other events of the kids. We big ki ds thoroughly enjoyed it too. The line to get into the 
house was very long and we kept putting it off whil e we toured the rest of the grounds. The line died 
down later in the day just before they closed. We w ere the last people to tour the building and they 
locked it up behind us. We closed down Mount Vernon ! 
 
Monday we went to Great Falls National Park where R eba-Grace went off-roading in her stroller! Great 
Falls is, well, a big bunch of waterfalls on the Po tomac River. Back in George Washington's day they b uilt 
a set of locks to allow boats to travel from below the falls to above them, and vice versa. After grea t falls 
we went to a nearby park where we enjoyed playing o n the playground equipment with Reba-Grace. 
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Tuesday I worked during the day but took a break at  around noon to have lunch with Renee and Reba-
Grace. That evening after dinner and Reba-Grace wen t to bed we had a Nertz rematch. I was on it this 
game and won after 16 rounds! It wasn't quite the s ame smack-down that it was the previous session as 
Renee and Robert were close behind me -- but with R enee coming in last. 
 
Wednesday I worked in the morning trying to wrap up  some customer issues or at least get them to a 
stopping place for about 20ish hours until I could deal with them on Thursday morning back in Denver. I had 
one last lunch with Renee and Reba-Grace and they t ook me to the bus station right near their house wh ere 
I caught a non-stop ride to the local Metro station . From there it was a breeze to the front doors of Reagan 
National Airport, onto the airplane, and eventually  back home to Denver and Benjamin. Not two days aft er I 
got back, Renee was already sending Benjamin a list  of reasons why he should get a summer internship o ut 
in Washington DC and stay with them! Benjamin's sum mer schedule is still up in the air but it certainl y sounds 
tempting to me! 
 
The entire trip was very fun and it was great to sp end time with the Lees again. They'll be coming to 
Colorado for Christmas and we look forward to seein g them while they're in the area! 
 

-- Casey  
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The Broadmoor Hotel 
JHOP attended the Colorado Hotel & Lodging Associat ion Conference this month. We took around 12 
students and all had a great time! The conference w as Wednesday through Friday in the convention 
space at The Broadmoor. This is a 5-Diamond propert y (which is the highest rating that any resort can 
achieve) and it certainly lived-up to its reputatio n. I personally didn’t like the crazy floral patter ns going 
on in the rooms, but the rest of the hotel certainl y made up for it. It had restaurants, a variety of 
shopping & retail, bars, lounges and a world-class spa & fitness center. Unfortunately, the conference  
kept me so busy that I had no time to shop or buy a nything. Unless you count the tube of Rolaids I 
picked up after the formal dinner session ;) lol 
 
We attended educational sessions, networked with a lot of General Managers of hotels & resorts in the 
state of Colorado, and talked with several vendors that participated in the trade show. The JHOP 
group has attended this event for the last several years mostly for its networking value. Our students  
received some great exposure and a couple even won some scholarships while we were there. My 
favorite part was having some drinks at The Golden Bee, which is the coolest down-home bar that you 
will ever encounter. 
 
I am certainly looking forward to next year’s confe rence. Next visit I will for sure allocate some tim e to 
shop around. Who knows – maybe Casey and I will mak e a fun weekend out of it! See the pictures on 
Page 6. 

- Benjamin  
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1) Casey Turns 30!! 
2) Eric Visits Denver: Round 3 
3) Thanksgiving with the Peels 
4) Final Grades: JWU Update: Fall 2008 

Final Word 
We just don’t understand how time flies by so 
quickly… Thanksgiving is right around the corner an d 
we are SO excited about eating some Turkey & 
Dressing… Mmm! 
 
Take care of yourselves. We love you. 
 
-Benjamin & Casey  

   

   

   


