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Our Five Year Anniversary

Celebrating has been a re-occurring theme around he re for the last few months. This particular
celebration, however, is probably the most special to Casey and I. On June 1 stwe celebrated a
wonderful five years together and decided to do it a bit differently this time...

We booked a traditional Victorian Room at The Brown Palace Hotel
(http://www.brownpalace.com/ ). Our anniversary was on a Sunday, but decided to stay
downtown on Saturday so that we could catch a nice dinner and a show. It was a really great
time. We checked in around 3p on Saturday afternoon and walked the 16 t Street Mall for a bit
of shopping. This was truly a lot of fun for us bec  ause we felt as if we still lived there. It was a
beautiful day and although they still had Christmas lights on the trees, they were totally in bloom
and offered lots of shade. We made it back at the h otel with just enough time to get dressed

and make our 5p dinner reservation at Rioja. Thisw  as a restaurant that we had visited before and
had enjoyed very much. This time around was the bes t visit we have had to date We received
some of the best restaurant service as well as two complimentary appetizers! Moreover, the
owner had the entire restaurant staff sign a Happy Anniversary card and presented it to us at the

end of our meal. It was an unforgettable experience

From there we headed to a Crepe café for some desse rt. We thought this was fun because the
first time we had crepes was in Paris, France and s 0 this sort of symbolized the beginning of our
committed life together. We spilt a giant crepe fil led with nutella and fresh strawberries. I, of
course, had some coffee with my dessert and we both thoroughly enjoyed it!

After some conversation it was time to make the sho w, Mamma Mia. This production was playing
at the Denver Performing Arts Center and was just b locks away from the hotel we were staying
at. Needless to say — we absolutely loved the show. For those of you who do not know — Mamma
Mia is coming to the big screen and we highly recom mend taking some time to check it out!
Well — if you like musicals that is...

Overall we had a really nice anniversary. We decide d that this was something we would

certainly entertain more often than once a year. It was so hice to get away from the everyday
routine without all of the airport travel craziness . What's really funny is that the roses | received

(yes ladies — | said roses..) are still in our livi ng room. Granted, they are completely dead, but | | ike
to look at them none-the-less. lol Not sure how mu ch longer Casey can handle it though...

Anyway — here are some pictures that we chose to ma rk this wonderful occasion.

- Benjamin
(see pictures on Page 2)




My roses The clock above the check-  in desk The Grand Lobby

Original architecture Going to Dinner The Atrium

Rioja Restaurant Crepe dessert Th e Denver Performing Arts Complex

Breakfast at the Brown Palace restaurant

A CHORUS LINE
SHELARAMIE PROJECT
HARVE

Mamma Mia tickets Our card from Rioja My dinner....so good!!



First Monday

Our group of friends has started a dinner club wher
always at a different place and everyone takes turn
really quite fun and we decided to include these re

The last one we attended was the most unique becaus
house via bike and we all biked to the restaurant.
neighborhood, but still — this was a very cool thin
pizzeria called Oblio’s Pizza. The food was really

We are excited about the next one already!

e we meet on the first Monday of every month. It's

s arranging the details for the next gathering. It’ s
gular fun-time activities with you all!
e everyone who joined us, met in front of our
Of course, we selected a place that was close to ou r
g to do with a large group of people. We visited a local
good but the company was great, as always
- Benjamin

Stapleton Farmers Market
During the summer season the Stapleton community h
outdoor events such as free movies in the park, art

and the famous Farmers Market. Every Sunday morning

Market brings local producers of fruits, vegetables
other items such as meats, pastas & breads. Everyth
the people are all so nice. Casey and | attended ou
market this month and were very impressed. We reall
being able to walk down to the park and purchase fr
the week. We certainly plan on taking advantage of
market throughout the entire summer

o] sts several
s & crafts festivals
the Farmers
, flowers and
ing is fresh and
r first farmers
y enjoyed
esh foods for
the farmers
-Benjamin




Pride Weekend

Some of you may be familiar with Pride weekend. Eac h major city in the U.S. hosts its own weekend
celebration with booth-filled festivals, food, para des, and of course, a rather crazy night life scene . We
also learned that the Denver Pride Fest hosts an an  nual “Red Dress Run” which is a marathon-like race in
which all of the participants are required to wear a red dress during the run. All of the entry feesg o
towards AIDS awareness causes.

Each city hosts their festival on a different weeke nd than the others. An interesting factoid about Pr ide
Fest in Denver is that we actually have one of the top 5 celebrations in the U.S. Casey and | had neve r
attended one of these festivities until last year a nd we thought it was fun. So — we thought we would

check It out again this year. We visited several ve ndor booths and purchased a handful of unique

products like handmade soaps & homemade foods. | wa s particularly excited about meeting a
photographer who seemed very interested in working with me as a wedding planner!
Anyway — we thought we would document the experienc e for those of you who are interested. Enjoy!
- Benjamin
JWU: Summer Class
My best friend and | have always joked that | was “ on the fast track” when it came to school.
Meaning — | just need to get this done so that | ca n get on with my career.. Well — in an effort to st ick
to this motto, | decided to take one summer course this year. | would have taken another, however,
of all the classes | actually needed only one of th em was being offered. It was a Career
Management course which focuses on resumes. Yes — | have already taken something similar to this,
but in fact, there are three of these classes that | have to complete as a JWU student.

The course was only for one week and was extremely easy. | am glad that | made this effort because
it totally opened up a slot for a more fun course d uring the fall | am sure to bring you more details

about that very soon.
- Benjamin




Garden of the Gods
Casey and | have wanted to visit the Garden of the
took advantage of a Saturday afternoon and took a b

event planner ever) could have planned our arrival
entrance, there was a guided tour starting. So — we
received a lot of history and facts about the garde
we were free to roam around. We climbed a few talle
several of their nature trails. It was a rather war

The hospitality-focused personality that | posses w
areas and maybe even souvenirs. But that certainly
was in the owner’s wishes that the garden always ma

We had lunch here in Denver and then headed down so

Garden of the Gods and would recommend it as someth

Gods since we moved here. So, a year later, we
eautiful drive down to Colorado Springs.

uth. | have to admit that not even | (the best
any more perfectly. As we were approaching the
tagged along for the 45 minute tour in which we
n. It was very cool to hear and after that was over
r rocks and walked a long distance through

m day, but still very nice.

as expecting a more tourist feel such as food, picn ic
was not the case. According to our tour guide, it
intain its natural feel. We had a great time at
ing to see if you're ever in the area
- Benjamin

Air Conditioning
Some of you may not know that our new

house did NOT have air conditioning in it!
When considering buying the house we
thought “well, the previous owners lived
here for 4 years without it...maybe it's not
that bad.” WRONG! OMG, the last two
months have been extremely
uncomfortable. | mean — no offense — but
we felt like we were back in the Texas
heat.. So — after great efforts we decided

to have an A/C installed The house is

now truly perfect. | almost teared up during that b
rejoiced in the coolness that was now upon me! You

lissful moment where | stood over the vent and

understand, don’t you?!
- Benjamin




Garcia Family Vacation: June 2008

This was my families second time to visit us in Den ver, however, it was the first time that we had all been

in Denver at the same time They arrived on a Saturday and departed the follo wing Saturday. That
meant that | only had one week to cram as much fun into our schedule as possible. Fun was definitely

had all week long! | have decided to provide you wi th just a breakdown of our itinerary and allow you to
enjoy the pictures from each activity! We are alrea dy looking forward to more family visits in 2008.

Saturday: Arrival, Dinner at Famous Dave’s BBQ, Playing the  Wii

Sunday: Denver Zoo, Benjamin & Evelyn hit up the nightlife

Monday: Shopping, Father's Day Dinner downtown

Tuesday: Six Flag’'s Denver

Wednesday: Black Hawk, CO (a mini version of Las Vegas), Casa Bonita Restaurant
Thursday: Colorado Rockies vs. Cleveland Indians

Friday: Estes Park, CO, Rocky Mountain National Park

Saturday: Departure to Texas
- Benjamin

Waiting for baggage Benjamin & Casey waiting Quick Pose

Arriving at the Zoo The Entrance Having lunch

Putting on a show Feeding time fort he elephants Taking a break




Club Vinyl on Sunday nights

Gottata ke a shot!!

Evelyn meets my good friend Raul

The Keg Steakhouse Downtown

Father ’s Day dinner

T

amily Portrait

Waiting for the elevator

Like mothe r, Like daughter

Enjoying dinner

Arriving at Six Flag's

Quick Shot

My Parents

View from the Ferris Wheel

Awe... too cute

My awesome family!




Another view from the Ferris Wheel

A very cool ride!!

Stopping for Funnel Cake mmmm.....

Beautiful drive to Black Hawk

Photo O  pportunities Everywhere!!

Yeah — same thing as tha

tlast one...

Evelyn’s first time to gamble!

Big mo ney, Big money $$

Random picture.

We started at this casino

Then wentto this casino

And just liked the way this one look

Some Indian lovin’

Homeboy Indian

The Black Hawk statue

ed...




The Famous Casa Bonita Pretty Fount ain Mommy & Daddy

We LOVE Mariachi bands Mom & Dad be ing cute Ben, Eve & Casey being silly....hehe
The awesome Coors Field Hey — that's  my shirt! The Entrance
Waiting for the game to start Winning  excitement The field

An awesome play We Win!! The End



Driving to Estes Park, CO Family pic ture Actual filming location for “The Shining”

A beautiful day to be outside Perfec  t day for shopping Having lunch
Really good diner Bear Lake: Rocky  Mtn. Nt'l Park Snowy Bliss
Catching some sun Gorgeous views ev  erywhere Mom & Eve made snow angels!!

Trail Ridge Road is breathtaking Ba ck down to normal elevations A perfect ending to t his vacation



Saying bye... Siblings Parents

What a month!

This month was very exciting for us. Luckily the
excitement is just beginning for the summer! We
have lots of visits planned throughout August so
stay tuned for all of that. Thanks for all that you
guys do. We love you.

-Benjamin & Casey

1) Uncle Joe & Uncle Albert come to visit
2) The Peel’'s come to Denver

3) Benjamin’s Grandfather turns 80

4) Leslie & Andy: It's a Girl!



