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The Denver Monthly Turns One:   
Celebrating One Year in Denver 
 
Welcome to our one-year anniversary edition of The Denver 
Monthly. This month we are celebrating life in the wonderful city 
of Denver, Colorado!  We absolutely cannot believe how quickly 
a year can pass by. This newsletter has been a grea t way for us to 
look back at all of the wonderful things we have ac complished 
and to reminisce about the laughs and great times w e have had 
so far. Our goal is to make this next year even mor e exciting than 
ever! You guys are every reason why we take the tim e to 
document our lives. Thank you all for the support a nd prayers. 
Please take a moment to look back and experience so me of our 
favorite moments from this previous year!! 

- Benjamin & Casey  
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Johnson & Wales:  Spring Trimester Review 
Here is a breakdown of the classes I took and the g rades I earned in each: 
 

1) Business Accounting II (A+):  This class was simply a continuation from the prev ious Accounting 
course. I learned how to interpret annual reports f or publicly traded companies, which I thought 
was very interesting. I also went into more depth a bout how companies classify, and handle their 
assets and liabilities. I said it before, but – I r eally enjoy this class a lot. I have only one more 
accounting class left, which will teach me how to m anage day-to-day finances, as opposed to 
the annual computations of the entire company. 

2) Microeconomics (A+):  Again – another class I never thought I would enjo y. This one was a lot more 
interesting than the first one. Mostly because this  course focused a lot on social issues such as 
public assistance, healthcare, discrimination, etc.  I absolutely LOVED my professor, Laura Coons. 
She’s the best! In fact, she and her boyfriend had dinner with Casey and I a couple of times and 
are going to be our new best friends!! 

3) Hospitality Sales & Marketing (A+):  This class was by far the most difficult one!! How ever, I also 
found it to be the most interesting. My professor w as amazing because she used a lot of real-world 
examples on how to design and execute a marketing p lan for any company. I learned about 
target markets, trends, things to look for within y our competitors, how to partner with other 
businesses to increase revenues and that marketing consists of many things like, sales promotions, 
advertising, face-to-face sales and direct marketin g. 

4) Event Management (A):  This class should have been the easiest one. But –  it wasn’t. I will say, 
however, that this class was the only class that I was able to be completely creative in whatever I 
wanted to do. I had to design several different eve nt concepts which included invitations, menu 
cards, favors and other décor samples. I designed e vents that ranged from Holiday Parties to 
Carnivals to Movie Premieres. My favorite part, of course, was physically making each of the 
above items and showing them to my class.  There wa s unfortunately a huge dilemma that I ran 
into with this class. Read on…  
STORY:  I almost got a B in this class because of a group  project fiasco!!  My group of three people (Kirste n, Tony & I) was 
responsible for writing a 30-page research paper. T his paper was focused on planning a large event of our choice. It had to 
include budgets, contracts, trends, décor, venue sp ecifics, itineraries, travel requirements, ADA comp liance and so on. This 
paper also had to be accompanied by a class present ation (which we did, and completely blew the Profes sor out of the 
water. She even said it was the best presentation s he had ever seen since teaching this course) Howeve r, this is not about 
the presentation. It’s about this 30-page paper… I turns out that Tony had plagiarized 6 pages worth o f content. He had 
taken blurbs from various websites, placed them tog ether, and tried to pass it on as his own work. Nee dless to say, the 
professor found out and threatened to throw EACH of  us out of the university if we did not give her an  explanation as to why 
this would happen. At this point - the fact that Ki rsten included the word “bullcrap” in our paper was  now the least of my 
concerns!! So I dragged them both to the library an d forced them to tell what the HELL they were thinki ng!! Yes – you can 
only imagine how mad I was. After several tears fro m Kirsten and a bunch of nervous jittering from Ton y, we finally reached 
a consensus on how we would present our case to the  Professor. Once we did that, she said that the bes t she could give us 
was a 60%, which would drop each of our grades an e ntire letter. However, to my surprise, the professo r re-considered only 
my portion of the paper and graded me based on that . So… I ended up with an A after all �  �  

- Benjamin  
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Benjamin Turns 26…  
Okay – so my birthday this year was squeezed in bet ween two 
major project presentations, but I made the best of  it! Overall it was 
a very low-key birthday. I didn’t have class until 2p, so I woke up at 
my leisure and decided to spend the day shopping �  My parents, 
and Casey’s parents each se nt me birthday money and you know I 
spent that cash on the quickness!!  lol  I hit up s everal stores at the 
Northfield Mall, which is in the Stapleton neighbor hood. After class I 
came home and Casey was ready to take me to dinner.  Our plan 
was to have dinner at PF Chang’s and then a movie a fterwards. 
But we got through dinner and all I could think abo ut was how 
much homework I had waiting for me at home! Yeah – you 
guessed it – I decided to skip the movie. Casey was  a little 
bummed, but he recognized that it was my day and so  we came 
home. We had a very nice evening and I was very hap py. Later 
that week I went out to the bars with some of my ne w friends and 
we celebrated over cocktails �  That was also very fun. One of 
these years I am going to have a huge party and I w ant everyone 
to come. Be ready! 

- Benjamin  

  

 

 

Eric Returns to Denver 
I can’t even begin to tell you how much I was await ing Eric’s arrival!! He literally landed 2 hours af ter I 
took my last final exam for the trimester. And cons idering all that you’ve heard about that evil Sprin g 
trimester, Eric’s visit was basically my way of dri nking all the stress away..hehe  So he got here Thu rsday 
night. Naturally the first thing Casey and I did wa s give him a tour of the new house, and then after 
about 30 minutes of chatting and unwinding, it was time to hit up the bars. My friends Raul and David 
met us at JR’s (a bar) for some drinks. We also wen t to a new club called Club M which was right acros s 
the street for some dancing!  Friday was a day of g o, go, go. We had to get some sleep, do lunch, go 
shopping all day, have dinner with Casey and then t ake him to the airport. Casey went to visit HIS bes t 
friend in San Jose (see story). Of course, once all  that was done we get all dressed up and realized w e 
had no where to go!!  So our friend Raul invited us  to a party that swe unfortunately didn’t stay for very 
long. Let’s just say that there were issues with di rections and that the evening didn’t really get sta rted 
until like 12:30a. Fast forward to the next morning  �  This was actually our best day ever!! We literally  slept 
until 12noon, stayed in our pajamas, had lunch, wat ched movies, played on the computers and just 
lounged all day. It was almost 4p when we finally g ot dressed and went to visit the Denver Aquarium. 
Destined to get even MORE relaxation, we came back home and watched more tv until it was time to 
get dressed for the clubs! Are you sensing a trend? ! I sure hope so! hehe  Anyway – Saturday night was  
by far the best night. I took him to Tracks which i s a huge place with 2 clubs in one. We danced all n ight 
long and had the best of times. Sun day was just en ough time for a nice lunch at La Sandia and off to 
the airport. According to Eric, Tracks is what sold  him to come back soon ;)  Can’t wait!! 

- Benjamin  
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Our New House 
Well we’ve been in our new home for about two month s and we feel right at home!! There have been 
some challenges getting situated, but Casey has pra cticed a lot of patience with me and my amazing 
ability to change my mind about decorations and lay outs…hehe. We are very pleased with it and have 
already had the ability to host a few people for di nner. It has turned out to be a great house for 
entertaining and that’s exactly why we liked it in the first place. I am still trying to find those pe rfect wall 
hangings here and there and also trying to decide o n what colors I want to paint certain walls. But it ’s 
mostly done and we wanted to share a few more pictu res with you. Enjoy! 

- Benjamin  
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    Guest Bedroom                    The Back Yard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     I LOVE the Washer & Dryer ��� �  
 
 
 
 
    Patio Area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Chaos…. Dunno what to do!!      Yaay!  I f inished ��� �     Casey hard at work…hehe 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Our New Grill 
I thought this would be a very fun story to share w ith you. Mostly because I am NOT the tool/labor typ e… 
(I’m sure most of you understand) It all started la st week when I decided that I was craving a 
homemade burger off the grill. The problem was that  we hadn’t purchased a new one yet. So one day 
while Casey was working, I went to Home Depot and p urchased a grill. I was determined to have that 
darn burger!! hehe  There were two employees at Hom e Depot that kindly helped me get the grill (in 
pieces) into our car. The box that it came in was w ay too big to fit. Once I arrived home, I began to take 
everything out of plastic and read the manual. I th ought surely this couldn’t be that  hard right?! 
 
Much to my (and Casey’s) surprise, I successfully a ssembled the grill AND wired everything correctly s o 
that each burner didn’t explode… lol  So – that aft ernoon I whipped up my specialty hamburger patties 
and we fired it up for the first time �   They were very yummy and I am greatly looking for wa rd to grilling a 
lot more this summer!  Casey – he’s just glad that I am glad..  See my progress below. 
 

- Benjamin  
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Casey's Trip to San Jose 
One challenge of living in another state is finding  enough time to both visit family back in Texas whi le still 
taking other non-Texas trips. The nice thing about working from "home" is that for short periods of ti me, 
"home" can be anywhere with internet access! So for  one week this month I went out to San Jose to visi t 
Megan and combined both vacation and work. I flew o ut on Friday the 16th and we spent the weekend 
goofing off, getting caught up, working on some scr ipts for IBM that most people would consider work b ut 
we considered all part of the fun, and eating great  food -- including Meg's famous Chicken Tetrazzini!  On 
Sunday I enjoyed joining Alix, Tom, Peter, and Meg for their standing Sunday breakfast at Gilley's in Los 
Gatos. Later that evening we all reconvened at Meg' s and Peter taught Meg and I to make crepes. 
 
Monday I accompanied her via the light rail to the IBM Silicon Valley Lab where her office is. I logge d into 
the network at vacant desk and no one at IBM was th e wiser. We had lunch with a small troupe from her 
team at a nearby country club (one of the few eatin g establishments near the lab which is in the middl e of 
nowhere). I enjoyed meeting her team that I had hea rd so much about during our collaboration over 
some utility scripts over the past few years. We hi tched a ride with Peter back to San Jose and opted to 
see the new Narnia movie which we all enjoyed. 
 
Tuesday we hopped into the Miata and drove down Hig hway 1 to Hearst Castle (www.hearstcastle.com) -
- about 3.5 hours sound of San Jose. The drive was scenic despite being a bit overcast but alas was to o 
chilly to have the top down. Hearst Castle was buil t over the course of many years (and really was nev er 
finished) but the bulk of the construction started in 1919. William Hearst, a wealthy newspaper owner,  
collaborated with architect Julia Morgan on the con tinuously changing design over the next 25 years. I n 
1957 the Castle was donated to the State of Califor nia and is currently managed as part of the Califor nia 
State Parks services. Out of the four 2-hour tours offered we went on Tour 4 and Tour 2. Tour 4 covers  the 
estate grounds and is only available during the spr ing and summer months. While we expected the tour t o 
be less crowded than the other three, we were pleas antly surprised to be the only two people on our 
particular tour! We thoroughly enjoyed our private tour of the lush grounds and it gave Meg free reign  to 
photograph some of the flowers and foliage along th e way. Interesting fact: it is not uncommon for cit rus 
trees to be used in landscaping for their visual ap peal, both in and out of fruit season, and not just  for the 
fruit itself. Tour 2 was bigger and focused on the main house. One of the primary reason for building the 
Castle was the display of all the art Hearst had co llected -- and I use the term art loosely. Or, rath er, it was 
all art but due to the lack of rhyme, reason, or ra tionale it looked like a collection of garage sale items 
rather than a true art collection. We thoroughly en joyed the entire Hearst Castle experience and in th e 
future I hope to take Benjamin for a tour as well. We decided to call it a day after the second tour a nd 
drove to the nearby town of Cambria and checked int o our hotel, right on the beach. After getting 
settled in we met Deirdre, one of Meg's remote cowo rkers, for dinner at The Sow's Ear and had a great 
time of food and conversation. 
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1) Benjamin & Casey:  5 year anniversary 
2) Mamma Mia: Stage Performance 
3) The Garcia Family Returns to Denver 
4) JWU:  Summer Classes 

   

Wednesday morning we detoured to a local coffee sho p and bookstore 
before heading back up the coast on Highway 1. The weather was 
distinctly better than the day before and lended it self to pictures and 
having the top down. We picked up Famous Dave's BBQ  in Gilroy on the 
way back and Peter, Alix, and Tom joined us for din ner at Meg's. 
 
Thursday and Friday we worked from Meg's apartment during the day 
and watched movies, talked, and goofed off in the e venings. Meg 
introduced me to the TV series House and Criminal M inds. 
 
Saturday we walked over to the Tech Museum of Innov ation where we 
saw the IMAX Dome movie Sea Monsters. We both agree d that while the 
movie was good, the pre-moving segment where they d emo'd the 
sound and video capabilities of the theatre were we ll worth the $8 price 
of the ticket. In this particular demo they backlit  the screen and showed 
the structure of the dome and the speaker system. E ven cooler, before 
you enter the theatre you walk past the projection room and can see  

 

the projection equipment. The entire experience was  obviously designed by geeks and for geeks (or at l east 
for children of geeks :) We grabbed a late lunch at  Pedro's, a local Mexican food restaurant, and spen t the 
rest of the afternoon watching Sweeny Todd. 
 
Sunday was short as I had to be at the airport at 1 :00 for my flight. The San Jose airport is, literal ly, 7 minutes 
from Meg's apartment in downtown San Jose which mak es for a quick trip. 
 
The entire trip was amazing and a much needed break  for the both of us. We've decided that either 
Benjamin and I need to move out to San Jose or she needs to move to Denver, although that isn't really  
practical for either of us right now. Until then we 'll have to make due with some more of these 'worki ng 
vacation' trips! 

-- Casey  


