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Johnson & Wales:  Update 
As I mentioned last month, there was a mishap with my grade in Facility Operations. It was finally cor rected, 
although not without a little persistence on my par t. I waited and waited and waited for my grade to b e 
changed through the school system and after several  weeks, I decided that I had been patient enough! S o 
– I went into the Academics office and tried to fin d out what the deal was. Well – the person responsi ble for 
updating grades was out sick that day! (Of course t hey were…) To my surprise, however, the very next 
morning I logged into the grade system and saw that  my once very irritating B had been changed to a 
lovely A. That next day I received an email from my  Academic Advisor saying that I was also added to t he 
Dean’s List for the Winter Trimester. 
 
Casey and I went out that night and celebrated. �  

- Benjamin  
 
 
 

                                                                          ��� �  New JWU Logo 
 

Restaurant of the Month:  Crepes N Crepes 
Yes – we know that it’s been awhile since you’ve 
seen a restaurant review. But I can assure you that  
it’s not because we haven’t been out to eat. No sir ! 
It’s because lately we have not been very good at 
taking our camera with us when we leave the loft. 
Anyway…  
 
Crepes N Crepes is an AWESOME little café that’s 
only 4 blocks from the loft and actually just opene d 
a few months ago. We had been meaning to visit 
this place and just never remembered it as an 
option until we were already eating at another 
restaurant. They offer dinner and dessert crepes of  
all kinds. The first time we had crepes was in Pari s, 
France and this restaurant was remarkably 
decorated in a way that you felt like you were in a  
foreign location. I had the strawberry/banana crepe  
and Casey had the nutella crepe. They were both 
very tasty and we cannot wait to go back! �  

-Benjamin  
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The Wedding Foundation 
This is the name of a product that I have created o ver the last few years for Memento & Co. The Weddin g 
Foundation is a personalized binder that is filled with all sorts of documents like etiquette standard s, timelines, 
checklists, budget management tips, vendor manageme nt forms and so much more! Along with the binder, 
I also offer the client 8 hours of consultation tim e (that they can use however they need) and a perso nalized 
wedding website that allows them to keep their gues ts and wedding party informed about all aspect of t he 
upcoming event! Through all of my research and obse rvation of the latest wedding trends I have been ab le 
to create every single document within the packet. I am very proud of it. �  I have also recently been 
brainstorming about how I can market this product w hile still going to school. It would essentially be  an easy 
way of making money since the majority of the work is done and I simply just need to sell it to people . I have 
designed The Wedding Foundation packet for the coup le who wishes to plan their own wedding, but just 
needs a little professional guidance throughout the  process. 
 
Recently my friend Marianne, told me that she was e ngaged and I saw this as a perfect opportunity to a ct 
on my plans! So I asked her if she and her fiancé w ould be willing to try my product for free if they promised 
to provide me with any feedback they had regarding the usability of it. She said yes! I am very excite d 
about this opportunity because it’s important to me  that I get the word out about my business but it i s also 
good to know whether I’m offering a product that’s effective as well. I have already started to offer 
suggestions and guidance to Marianne and her fiancé  Scott. I am so excited to be a part of their 
celebration and I am already looking forward to fly ing back to Houston to help them finalize a thing o r two! 
 
Allow me to also take the time to ask you to browse  through my website ( www.mementoandco.com  ) and 
familiarize yourself with my products. If I have le arned anything at Johnson & Wales so far, it’s that  referrals 
are a very big part of a businesses success. So nex t time you know someone who is getting married, sen d 
them my way! �  Enjoy! 

- Benjamin  

IMPORTANT!!  :  Our New Address 
Of all the to-do items we had to get 
done, this is probably the most 
important one.  
 
As of April 1 st our mail is being 
forwarded to our new house!! �  So 
now would be a good time to update 
those address books. 
 
Benjamin Garcia & Casey Peel 
8351 E. 29th Avenue 
Denver, CO 80238 
 
Enjoy the picture!! 

- Benjamin  
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You're never too old for video games 
Early this month I talked Benjamin into letting me buy a Nintendo Wii, the new Nintendo video game 
console. Benjamin is a self-professed non-gamer alt hough after playing Matt and Janice's Wii over a ye ar 
ago he decided that maybe video games weren't all t hat bad. 
 
For those of you not familiar with the Wii, the con sole branches out into new directions than previous  
consoles, either from Nintendo or otherwise. The ke y selling point is the new controller called the Wi imote. 
The Wiimotes are wireless and position/acceleration  sensing allowing the user to 'point' the controlle r to a 
position at the screen and select something - much like a wireless mouse. To illustrate the concept th e Wii 
console comes with a game called Wii Sports that is  a collection of different multi-player sports: bas eball, 
tennis, golf, and bowling. For each sport you maneu ver the controller as if you were holding a bat, ra cquet, 
golf club, or bowling ball making the game truly in teractive and the controls intuitive. 
 
So far it's obvious that Benjamin is a natural at b aseball (Casey - not so much) and Casey is remarkab ly 
good at golf (Benjamin - not so much) and both of u s are only moderately good at tennis or bowling. 
Having the Wii gives us another opportunity to spen d some time doing something together which as made 
the purchase worthwhile.  Now if they would only re lease Megaman for the Virtual Console... 

-- Casey  

   

Fiddler on the Roof 
During a large group dinner last month we learned a bout a community theatre production of Fiddler on t he 
Roof. I'd seen the performance twice before (once b y a professional theatre troop and once by a high 
school group) and really enjoyed it. Others express ed interest in attending as well and so a small gro up of us 
made plans to attend. Five of us were able to make the event: Kirk, Lee, Danny, Benjamin, and myself. 
 
The performance was held at the Town Hall Arts Cent er in downtown Littleton, a town just southwest of 
Denver and part of the greater Denver Metro area. T he venue had a very intimate stage and we had 
amazing front- and second-row seats. The cast did a n amazing job and, true to the title, there was a f iddler 
(who we found out at the end of the performance was  played by a woman) on the roof who played the 
violin -- no sound-over for this performance! The a ctor who played Tevye embodied the part completely 
and gave a strong vocal performance from start to f inish.  I've no doubt that the venue hosts other am azing 
shows giving us yet another venue to watch for upco ming performances! 

-- Casey  
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Bravo Recognition Award 
While it was several months ago that we shipped the  latest 
version of IBM Tivoli Identity Manager, it was just  a few weeks 
ago that the post-release recognition awards were h anded 
out. After each release the project and management teams 
get together and come up with a short list of names  of folks 
they want to recognize for outstanding work on the release. 
I've been through several of these but have never b een 
singled out for recognition until this year. 
 
I was given an IBM Bravo award for my work on the 
performance of ITIM 5.0 while concurrently assistin g customers 
with ongoing performance and scalability issues in the prior 
version. The award includes a minor financial compe nsation 
but I'm much more excited about the recognition by my 
peers and management team. 

-- Casey  

 

Etta James in Concert 
When I found out that Etta was coming to town, I de cided it was imperative that I see her. For those o f 
you who are familiar with my Jazz music obsession, you can bet I was extremely excited about this 
event! Casey isn’t a fanatic like me, but he though t he would enjoy it as well. So – we made a nice 
evening out of it.  We started off with dinner at a  restaurant called Earl’s on the 16 th Street Mall. We had 
been there a couple of times before and really enjo yed it. The atmosphere is incredible and I have to 
say they serve one of the best Filet Mignons in tow n. The best part was that it was only a block from the 
Paramount Theater, where Etta was playing.  I was s o delighted to hear Etta’s voice live, but was a li ttle 
taken back at her vulgar ness. Yes – I said vulgar.  She came out on stage with a big glass of red wine , 
made continual sexual comments, gestured towards he r crotch area, and at one point, pretended to 
lick the microphone as if….well – I’ll just leave i t at that. hehe Don’t get me wrong, the crowd was l oving 
it and laughing with her the whole time. That aside , her voice was incredible and she played the one 
song that I was truly hoping for. Yep – you guessed  it: “At Last”, her biggest hit. I was also surpris ed to find 
out that she is 70 years old and still going strong . Apparently she has recently lost a couple hundred  
pounds and looks amazing. Because of her age, howev er, she had to sit down most of the concert and 
only stood up for the occasional hip gyration. It w as a fun time. 

- Benjamin  
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1) Pictures: The Big Move 

Distributed Proofreaders 
For over a year now I've been contributing some of my time over at Distributed Proofreaders 
(www.pgdp.net ). This is an organization whose purpose is to help  make non-copyrighted works available to 
the public. The project is one of the largest contr ibutors to Project Gutenberg ( www.gutenberg.org ) that 
provides free books for anyone to read. 
 
Distributed Proofreaders (or DP) works by volunteer s uploading page images (scans of pages) with text 
generated from an optical character recognition (OC R) software. Other volunteers then check to ensure 
that the text matches the scanned image and correct s cases where it doesn't. Formatting (bold, italics , 
small caps, etc) is applied where appropriate and e ventually the book is uploaded to Project Gutenberg  as 
plain text and often as HTML. 
 
I started out in October of 2006 as a humble proofe r but discovered that the organization was in short  supply 
of programmers. I slowly started making contributio ns and updates to the code and over time have made 
some fairly significant contributions that aim to i mprove the quality and the quantity of the books pr oofed. 
Earlier this month I was asked to become a site adm inistrator for them to continue helping in other ar eas in 
addition to my code contributions. It was nice to s ee that my contributions are being valued. 
 
If you're looking for something to read, don't want  to pay for a book, and yet don't have time to trek  off to 
the library - find a free book at www.gutenberg.org . If you're bored and looking for a community of pe ople 
working to make books available to the world, check  us out at www.pgdp.net. 

-- Casey  

 

Take Care…  
Hey guys - �   Thanks for tuning in again!  This 
month was tough because of the move, school 
work and IBM opportunities. We did our best to 
keep up with the pace of things and are looking 
forward to a relaxing April.  
 
Wishing you all the best as always. 
 
-Benjamin & Casey  


