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Johnson & Wales:  Winter Trimester Review 
Here is a breakdown of the classes I took and the g rades I earned in each: 
 

1) Career Management, Part One (A+):  This class covered all of the basics about buildin g a resume, 
starting a professional network of contacts and the  strategies for mastering the interviewing process.  
Something that I mostly already knew about, but I w ill admit that I learned a few things. I even won 
the award for “Best Interviewee” in my class. (That ’s another story…) 

2) Food & Beverage Controls (A+):  This class was extremely interesting. It was focus ed on calculating 
the cost of food. Who knew that there was a way to determine how much a side of mashed 
potatoes costs the restaurant. Or even the cost of the parsley garnish on the side of your plate. This  
class also taught me how to forecast how much of a recipe that I need to make available on any 
given day of business for a restaurant. Moreover, I  learned how to structure a menu and where you 
should place those menu items that are not so popul ar in an effort to increase their popularity. 

3) Business Accounting One (A+):  Never in a million years would I have thought Busi ness Accounting 
was a fun class. I have to give my professor all th e credit for my grade. He taught this subject very 
well. The best part is that he will also be teachin g Accounting Two and Accounting Three, both of 
which I have to take for my degree. It also helped a lot that I was in banking for three years and 
understood a lot of the financial terms. 

4) Facility Operations (B):  Before we go any further I have to clarify why you  see a “B” here…  
 

STORY:  I was so infuriated when I saw that I only got a B in this class that I calculated all the grades I got in that class and 
determined that “there was just NO way I got a B!” So – I emailed my professor asking him to send me a ll the grades he had 
for me, because I was having a VERY hard time under standing why I received this grade. Apparently I wa s not the only 
student who emailed him about their grade. It turns  out that the spreadsheet he used to calculate grad es had a WORNG 
FORMULA!! That incorrect formula negatively impacte d everyone’s grade. So – he is currently in the pro cess of re-doing our 
grades and won’t post them until next week. I will update you all on that grade when I receive it. (Al l that to say: My chances 
at the Dean’s List are looking much better now.) 

 
Facility Operations was an extremely difficult clas s. I learned how a maintenance department would 
be setup within a Stadium, Arena, Convention Center , etc. I also studied the makeup of HVAC 
systems, Blue Prints, Energy Costs, Water Sources a nd Drainage Systems, Electricity Systems, etc. It 
certainly was not fun, and the fact that I ended up  with a B in the class is impressive. Especially fr om 
someone who is only interested designing events, not  maintaining the building I host them in…  

 
All-in-all I was happy with the turnout of my class es. I am very excited about starting the next set o f 
challenges. I am particularly excited about the Eve nt Management class. I am told that I will have the  
chance to design an entire event from invitations t o décor to menu items! I am so excited…  Wish me luck!  

- Benjamin  
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           Kitchen with Island      Dining Room and  Island 
 

Our Big News:  A New House!! 
Yes – that’s right!  Casey and I are planting some roots here in Denver. Well – at least for three mor e years. 
We recently decided that as much as we LOVE downtow n living, a two bedroom loft is not big enough for 
our needs. We also wanted to live a bit closer to J WU so that my commute was shorter. After we figured  out 
that I have 3 years of school left, we felt that bu ying a house would be justified.  So… we approached  our 
good friend Ken Greenfield (who is a very successfu l realtor in Denver) and he helped us start our sea rch. 
 
The search for this house was not easy though! In f act, we had our hearts set on two other houses befo re we 
decided on this one. We explored both building our own house and resale properties, and decided to buy  a 
townhouse that was built in 2004. The people living  there were the original owners and have taken 
wonderful care for it. It has 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths , two Master Bedrooms, a loft area, a quaint back y ard, 
two-car garage, 450 square foot basement (which we are converting into a 4 th bedroom with closet and 
bathroom), an awesome kitchen space with an island and hard wood floors. The house is located in 
Stapleton ( http://www.stapletondenver.com/ ) and is very close to the local Town Center which is filled with 
a lot of fun shops and restaurants! The house is al so only two blocks from Central Park, which has acr es of 
grass for soccer and other sports, great running tr ails, kid’s playgrounds and a lake for remote-contr olled 
motor boats. Most of our friends also live in Stapl eton so we are looking forward to the upcoming summ er. 
There will be lots to do! 
 
We are scheduled to move into the house on April 1 st, which is only 5 weeks away!! And - those of you w ho 
know me have probably already guessed that our loft  is filled with boxes in preparation for the move. 
Luckily, we have about six friends who have agreed to help us move which should make it an easier 
transition. We promise to cover all of those exciti ng moments for you. (NOTE: The pictures below were taken 
when the house was “staged” for selling purposes. T hat is not our furniture ;) 
 

What does all of this mean?! It means that none  of you have an excuse to not come and visit! We wi ll have 
plenty of room for small groups of people at a time  if necessary. We are already looking forward to vi sits 
from Eric Stone and Benjamin’s family in June �   Let us know when you’d like to schedule your rese rvation. 
 

- Benjamin  
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 Master Bedroom One         Master Bedroom Two 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Backyard           At Closing: The Title Company O ffices 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Our Realtor: Ken Greenfield     Maureen: “The Clos ing Lady”  (we LOVED her!!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

  

Benjamin Starts an Internship 
One of our good friends, Craig Ellsworth, started a n Event Planning firm several years ago 
(www.totalimpactsolutions.com ). After getting to know him better, he and I start ed talking about 
forming a “partnership” between his company and min e. For now, I am working for  him in an effort to 
learn more about planning corporate events and to g et a better understanding of what it’s like to work  
for yourself. So far I am working on a diverse set of tasks which are a lot of fun. His company focuse s a lot 
on managing organizations and artists. Meaning, we plan annual conventions, manage book signing 
tours for authors and help book performances for a theater production group. I am enjoying it very 
much and am looking forward to attending an event t hat I have actually helped plan. I plan to work 
with Cra ig until the Fall trimester of 2008, at which point  I plan to start a new internship through Johnson &  
Wales. For that one, I am thinking about working fo r a large Hotel downtown. But – we’ll see…  

-Benjamin  
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     Casey and the Red Carpet           Benjamin an d the Red Carpet          A Break from the Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Benjamin, Danny, Casey, Patrick        The Fabu lous Red Carpet Spot Lights       The Hosts: Ken & Mark 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Oscars:  Party of the Year 
No, seriously…  We were invited to an Oscar Party a t Mark & Ken’s house. Apparently they have an Oscar  
party every year and each year it has grown bigger and more fabulous than the year before! They opened  
their home to more than 130 people on Oscar night, complete with professionally catered food & drinks,  
and several large flat screens throughout the entir e house showing the Oscars. The party started at 5: 00p 
(just in time for the red carpet fashion buzz) and continued until about 11:00p. We got to hang out wi th a lot 
of our good friends and met some new ones as well. The best part of the night was walking up the red 
carpet with the spotlights running!! I felt just li ke a celebrity! We cannot wait for next year’s even t. Who 
knows what we should expect. �   Enjoy! 

- Benjamin  

   

   

Jodi visits from Germany 
Well, the title may have been a 
smidge misleading :) Jodi was in the 
states for a week attending a 
conference in Las Vegas. On her way 
back to Germany from Vegas she 
had a 5-hour layover in Denver.  
 
Directly after closing on the house, 
Benjamin and I drove to the Denver 
airport to pick her up. Despite her 
flight being delayed by 45 minutes 
we had plenty of time to drive out to 
Northfield and have a leisurely lunch 
at La Sandia. Jodi loved having real 
Mexican food again (apparently 
Germany is not known for their 
Mexican food, who knew?). It was 
great getting caught up with Jodi 
whom we hadn't seen in person since 
her wedding reception last year in  

 
Las Vegas. We also got the scoop 
on her Army assignment in 
Germany -- it sounds like she's 
working way too much and way 
too hard! 
 
We wish we could have seen Greg 
too but he was stuck in Germany 
while Jodi was gallivanting around 
the globe for work. Before we knew 
it we had to get her back to the 
airport to catch her international 
flight. We promised we would come 
visit them just as soon as we could 
manage. How can we pass up 
seeing great friends in a foreign 
country?! It was great to see you 
Jodi, hope to see you again soon! 

-- Casey  
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Renee, Robert, and Reba Grace 
headed to Colorado? 
Directly after closing on the house we 
got a phone call from Renee! Robert 
had an interview with a company in 
Louisville, CO (just a few miles away 
from Boulder) the following Thursday 
and there was a possibility that if 
everything went well they could be 
moving to Colorado! Wow, talk about 
a great day! Fast forward to the 
following Wednesday. Benjamin and I 
drove up to Louisville and picked 
Robert up from his hotel and took him 
out to dinner at BJ's. We got the scoop 
on how his career change was going. 
Not only did he have an interview with 
the company in Louisville the next day 
but he had another interview with folks 
in Washington D.C. the following 
Monday. Lots of choices in great 
places -- all of which appear to be 
more exciting than the town in 
Oklahoma where they currently reside. 

We're super-excited about the 
possibility of them moving up to 
Colorado. Louisville is about 5 miles 
away from where we attend church 
every Sunday and Benjamin is 
already planning Sunday afternoon 
BBQs at the Lee's (just a heads up 
guys!). We'll be excited at whatever 
city they end up in but we have to 
admit we're biased for beautiful 
Colorado! 

-- Casey  

 

  

Steven and Todd Hit the Slopes 
Our good friends Steven and Todd from Austin were u p in the area to go skiing at Breckenridge and 
Keystone earlier this month. We were fortunate enou gh to corner them in a restaurant before they 
trekked up into the mountains. 
 
Benjamin, Danny, and I met Steven and Todd one Frid ay morning for breakfast at Racine's -- a wonderful  
restaurant owned by the same people who own Dixon's  in LoDo. It was nice to visit and catch up on the 
months since we last saw them, which would have bee n before we moved from Austin. Hopefully next 
time they come up Benjamin will know how to ski and  we can join them on the slopes! 

-- Casey  
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1) Our Friends Laura & Justin 
2) The Move: Updates 

That’s All Folks… 
We hope you enjoyed yet another edition of The Denv er Monthly. With the move to Stapleton, Benjamin’s 
schooling, visitor’s this summer, etc. we hope to b ring more exciting stories soon! �  
 
Thanks for your love and support. 
 
Always, 
-Benjamin & Casey 

 


