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The Special Event Show 2008:  Atlanta, Georgia 
There are so many clubs and organizations that I ha ve the opportunity to join at JWU. Some of them are  
typical Student Government organizations and others  that branch out to areas such as “Wine Lovers” and  
“Ice Sculpting”. There is one in particular that I have been meaning to join and just haven’t found th e time 
for called “JHOP” (don’t ask me what the heck it st ands for…hehe). All I know is that it is focused on  specifics 
within the Hospitality Industry. Well – someone tol d me about this show that the club was encouraging its 
members to attend and decided to look into it. Come  to find out, the school wanted their students to 
attend, but wasn’t going to fund it. We would be re sponsible for flights, hotel, show registration, et c. The best 
part: since the school wasn’t paying for it I had f ree reign on what to do while in Atlanta! �  Casey decided 
to join me and work from the hotel while I was at t he show. It was three days long starting on Wednesd ay 
through Friday. The show closed at 5p everyday so e venings were wide open for having fun!  
 
Before I talk about the fun we had in Atlanta, let me take a few lines to express how freaking awesome  the 
show was! Okay – so many of you who know me should understand by now that I am all about planning 
weddings and any other social event I can get my ha nds on. To say that this show was exciting is a 
COMPLETE understatement. From the moment I register ed I felt like a true professional! Rather than loo king 
like just a student, I chose to register as Owner of Memento  & Co. This seemed to go over really well with all 
of the vendors. They were all very welcoming and ea ger to speak with me about the work I do. The show 
took place at the Georgia World Congress Center. Ev erywhere I turned there was something beautiful, 
sparkly, elegant, trendy, etc. I spoke with fabric & drapery providers, floral designers, furniture co mpanies, 
staging equipment designers and more! I learned a l ot from this experience, actually. I mostly learned  that 
networking is not an easy thing to do and that thes e types of opportunities should never be overlooked . 
Next years event is going to be in San Diego, CA. W ho knows what can happen by then ;) 
 
Okay – Now for the other stuff… It was each our fir st time to Atlanta and we have to say that it was i ndeed 
different. We arrived at the Hilton Downtown late o n Tuesday night. We were extremely tired until the front 
desk told us that we had been upgraded to an Execut ive Suite. Um….hell yeah! It was complete with a we t 
bar, living room, closets, dining/conference table and a bed. We were on the 27 th floor which made for an 
awesome view of downtown Atlanta and had 24 hour ac cess to the Executive Lounge which also 
overlooked the city and served complimentary breakf ast, lunch and dinner. This was where Casey did mos t 
of his “working from the hotel.” He admits that he wasn’t as productive as he would have been at home,  
but nonetheless did get a lot of things done. 
 
After my first day at the show on Wednesday we went  to dinner at a great place called Einstein’s. Our 
friends from Denver had all been to Atlanta for a v olleyball tournament and highly recommended it. It was 
indeed a fabulous restaurant. Casey had a tortellin i dish and I had one of the best steaks ever! We wi ll 
definitely re-visit if we’re in this area again.  
 

(Continued on Page 2)  
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        Waiting at the Airport in Denver      Execu tive Suite    Entry Way 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
           
 
 
 
 
 
        The Conference Table      My First Day at t he Show   We Traveled by Train ALL Week 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
          
        
        It was Like a Subway       Entering the Tra in Stations   GIGA Long Escalator

Atlanta: cont’d 
Thursday was a lot of fun as well. We found a theat er called The Shakespeare Tavern which served dinne r 
and desserts while watching the show. It was very m uch like Alamo Drafthouse (for those Austin-ites wh o are 
reading ;) Friday night we had dinner at a not-so-g reat Italian place called Azio and attended a showi ng of 
the Broadway production of CATS. We have been to a few Broadway productions before. In fact, it was at  
a Broadway show that Casey and I met for the first time. Anyway – We were not fans of this one. The 
costumes were cool and the talent was of course gre at, but the show had no plot to it. It truly was a bunch 
of CATS dancing around and singing about random thi ngs. Saturday we woke up and had breakfast at a 
local restaurant called The Flying biscuit. OMG! Th e food was absolutely fantastic. Honestly it was on e of the 
best breakfast meals we had ever had. From there we  ventured over to the Georgia Aquarium who 
apparently is the “World’s Largest Aquarium.” Indee d it was… and very cool! We ended that day at Regal  
Cinemas to watch “Mad Money” with Queen Latifah and  dinner at a place very similar to Cheesecake 
Factory. Sunday was an easy-breezy day because we f lew back to Denver on that day. But – we couldn’t 
leave Atlanta without taking a tour of the Headquar ters for CNN News. It was very interesting to see t he 
actual broadcasting rooms that you see on televisio n. It was complete with videos and history of the 
company. 
 
All-in-all we enjoyed our stay in Atlanta, GA. Enjo y the pictures! 

-Benjamin  
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        View From the Room       A Snowy Day    Cit y View 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
 
      
 
 
 
     
        Georgia World Congress Center      The Entr ance    Gorgeous Table Setting! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Lively Display of Dead Plants      View fro m the Top   My Pass Port 
 
        
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Our First Good Meal        Very Cool Founta in Inside  Photo Taken by Waiter Mark ��� �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Shakespeare Tavern      The Entrance    The  Stage 
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        Max Lager’s       A Great Lunch Place   Mic ro Brewery and Restaurant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       The Not-So-Good Italian Place      CATS Tick ets    This Was a Cool Surprise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        The Fabulous Fox Theater      Will-Call Win dow   Atlanta at Night 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Great Skyline Views      Another Snowy Day   The Georgia Aquarium 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Interesting Tank       We LOVE Beluga Whale s!   The Food Court and Entrance 
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        Me & Nemo            YES – That’s a Human-S ized Boat  The Whale Shark 
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��������CNN Headquarters                                             The Entrance    The Atrium & Tallest Esca lator in the World 
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        AC 360: My Celebrity Craze       “This… is CNN”    Our Tour Tickets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       

   

   

   

Grand Jury Duty 
Yes – I said Grand Jury Duty… I have to admit that I was *not* happy about having to go at first. It w as 
the first time I had ever been called for this type  of thing and, quite frankly, I didn’t want to stan d up 
there and speak in front of all those people! Well – much to my surprise I found that Grand Jury Duty was 
actually a pretty cool thing! Apparently, you serve  for several months at a time (in this case it was 12 
months) and you never have to sit in a trial. Every thing you do is behind doors and 100% confidential.  I 
was only somewhat interested until I met the Judge,  at which point I was very interested in being pick ed.  
 
9:00am - Her name was Judge Christina Habbas and sh e was the most unique Judge that I have ever 
encountered. Before she decided to go into law enfo rcement she was an actress and also had her own 
radio cooking show. She was very delightful and pat ient with everyone. I seemed to make quite the 
impression on her and the District Attorneys becaus e they kept me through round one. (You know, I 
turned on my charm and made them laugh a bit…hehe) Anyway – after round two they decided to let 
me go, not because the wanted to, but because they didn’t feel right taking me away from my school 
priorities. I appreciated their concern. 
 
3:00pm – I left the courthouse thinking to myself t hat If I ever have this opportunity again I will de finitely 
take advantage of it. I know, I know. You’re probab ly thinking I am crazy or something. But hey – what  
can I say? My mom’s a cop…. �   All I knew for certain at that point was that I c ould still make my last 
class of the day: Business Accounting. Off I went. 

- Benjamin  
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The Point of Entry    The Chaos         My FM Trans mitter is Gone!!  ��� �  

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

     Our Dyson Saves the Day!       As Good As it G ets…for now. 
 
 
 
 
              Not a Happy Benjamin… 

Pain in the Glass 
This story picks up where Grand Jury Duty left off. .. 
 
3:15pm - Benjamin arrives at our parking garage to pick up the car and drive it to campus. His goal wa s to 
make his 4pm class, salvaging at least part of his school day. Upon arriving at the car he finds the d river side 
window shattered and the car's contents in a state of chaos. He immediately picks up the phone and cal ls 
me. 
 
Luckily nothing much was taken. They only made off with our car manual (what's with that?) and Benjami n's 
FM transmitter that enables him to listen to his iP od Shuffle in the car. After surveying the damage I  
confirmed the location of an electrical outlet and we went back to the loft to fetch cleaning supplies . While 
picking up the vacuum I called Safelite auto glass and set up a 7:30am appointment the next day to hav e 
the window replaced. Just having that appointment s et up made me feel tons better. Two hours and 
several full vacuum canisters later the car was as good as it was going to get. There were still some pieces of 
glass we couldn't get to with our trusty Dyson but overall it looked usable again. 
 
The drive to Safelite the next day was cold but dry . A bit over an hour later and the car was environm entally 
contained yet again. Later that day I set up a time  to have the window re-tinted (which was a bit of d oing 
considering no one stocks our tint any longer). As of January 25th the car is as good as pre-breakin t hanks in 
no small part to the good folks at Sun Ease Window Tinting in Boulder who special-ordered tint film to  match 
our existing windows. They come highly recommended.  
 
Apparently this was not an isolated case. According  to the folks who operate the parking garage paymen t 
booth, several cars were broken into that same nigh t. My, doesn't that make me feel good. Having our o wn 
personal garage is high on our list for our next pl ace. 
 

-- Casey  
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1) Recap: JWU Winter Trimester 
2) Steven Earhart Comes to Town 
3) Big News… 
4) Benjamin Starts an Internship 

Not So Bad After All… 
Okay – so this month wasn’t as boring as we may hav e led on. But – nonetheless it was one of our most 
calm months in awhile. Our 2008 has started off ver y well. And we already have a jam-packed schedule 
leading us into the summer. 
 
Benjamin would like to add that, even though he ado res cold weather, he is SO ready for filp-flop and 
shorts weather again… (Mostly because he recently w ent to the mall and was exposed to all the new 
clothing lines for this season..hehe) And Casey is simply looking forward to spend less time at work a nd 
more time indulging in his many hobbies. Thanks for  taking the time to catch-up with us. We are two ve ry 
blessed individuals to have the kind of friends and  family that we do. Take care all. 
 
Hugs and Kisses, 
- Benjamin & Casey 

 

Big News Forthcoming 
 
Looks like we can't go a year without doing somethi ng big and noteworthy. This year is stocking up to be 
no different. Curious yet?! Be sure to catch next m onth's newsletter as the news breaks mid-month! 
 

-- Casey  


