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Winter World

One Sunday afternoon Josh and John invited us to go to a new attraction taking place in south Denver

called Winter World. | had seen Winter World advert ised on several of the RTD buses in downtown butha d
no idea what it was. It touted itself as an indoor Christmas theme park and was inside the building th at

formerly housed the Country Dinner Playhouse.

To say that Winter World was a disappointment is an understatement. Benjamin described it best as "a

haunted house but for Christmas and holiday cheer i nstead of Halloween and terror". It might have been
interesting if you were, say, 2 years old but regar  dless certainly wasn't worth the $9/person admissio  n
regardless of age. The funniest part was seeing the  se very bored high school students giving tours of "the
snowflake room" and "the gingerbread family room". We highly recommend spending the $9/person on a 2-

hour movie instead of the Winter World!
-- Casey
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The Entrance to Wonder World Present Land

The Nutcracker Candy Canes Awe... Toocu te!




Parade of Lights
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A Houston Wine Party
My best friend, Eric, recently moved into his own p lace in the Jersey Village area of Houston. He was

particularly excited about this move because, altho ugh he had apartments in the past, this one was goi ng
to be his first “big-boy” apartment. Meaning, he we nt out and purchased furniture and décor that met h is
every style and décor standard. His days of college -living were over! So — his best friend, yours truly,
convinced him that he had to throw a party to comme morate this fabulous new home! Did he object?

Hell no! The rest was history...

| arrived in Houston on Thursday evening. Eric, and Carla (his best friend from Orlando), met me at th e

airport and instantly the fun and craziness started I We went straight to the apartment so that | could geta
tour of the new place and, more importantly, a glas s of wine! There of course was some work | hadtog et
done before this party could go down. Eric had purc hased all of the major furniture pieces, but for so me

reason could NOT find any smaller décor items. Such as wall hangings, accent pieces, etc. So — Carla a nd |
were given a mission: “To finish decorating the apa rtment so that it was perfect for the party on Satu rday

night.” (Um... okay!) It was an exciting day for Carl a and | because after we dropped Eric off at work o n
Friday morning, we got dressed and starting our sho pping spree with his money. It was great! hehe Luck ily,
he loved everything that Carla and | purchased. Thi ngs were looking good for Saturday. We went out to the
bar that night to celebrate a successful day of sho pping and brainstorm some more about the next day’s
events.
Saturday was a huge blur. No, seriously. There more  things that we needed to do on Saturday and we wer e
running way behind schedule! At one point | remembe r zoning out everything around me because of high
stress levels, and when Eric asked me if | was okay | politely said “Leave me the @# $% alone for atle  astan
hour.” He and Carla completely understood my pain a nd in fact left me alone for about an hour. hehe Li fe
was grand after that! We finished decorating (with the help of Eric’s si ster Dana and her best friend
Becky). And — at the EXACT moment that Eric was but  toning his last button; the first guest was knockin g at
the door. I'm telling you we couldn’t have timed it better! It was crazy.
The party was so much fun and everyone loved Eric’s place. We went to bed around 4:30a and woke up
with enough time to get to the airport on Sunday mo rning. It was back to Denver...back to reality.

- Benjamin

The Bar The Gang Dana, Marianne, C arla, Eric

The WHOLE Gang Marianne, Carla, Benja min Eric, Benjamin, DJ Special K




A Toast to the New Apartment Maggie, B enjamin, Dana, Becky Our Little Trio

Best Friends (lookin’ mighty cute, huh?) The Best Friends Benjamin & Marianne

Me and Mr. Sister Just a Quick Pose Eric’s Little Speech
ITIM Ships
After two years in development, IBM Tivoli Identity Manager 5.0 successfully shipped December 12th, on time
and on budget. This product has consumed more of my time than I'd like to admit and | was very glad to
see it released. This version introduced several ne  w features but it is the performance improvements t hat I'm
most proud of. I'm not at liberty to disclose just how much faster it is, but it is faster in most all  cases and
significantly faster in a few oft-used cases. I'm h  oping this release will make for fewer customer cal Is making
their way to me but only time will tell.

-- Casey

Benjamin Makes the Dean'’s List
| previously shared my exciting news about making a 4.5 in all of my classes last trimester. Although | had
never heard anything about it before, | had suspect ed that Johnson & Wales might have a Dean’s List. A nd |
further suspected that if it indeed existed, that | should be on it! hehe Well — about three days before our trip
to Texas for Christmas | received a letter from the university congratulating me for making it onto th e Dean’s
List for the Fall trimester 2007. Needless to say, | was happy to hear that. The ki cker here is that | have now

set a precedent for myself. We’'ll just hope that th e rest of my career here at JWU is just as successf ul.
- Benjamin




Christmas with the Peels
Much like for Thanksgiving, our trek to Texas for C  hristmas started with a ride to the airport. For th s trip we
used a shuttle service instead of the bus to give u s a bit more sleep prior to our 4:30am departure fr om the

loft on Christmas Eve. Our flight left at 7:30am an  d we wanted to give ourselves plenty of lead time d ue to
traveling on a holiday. Given security at the airpo rt we were a bit early although based on the number if
people at the terminal 30 minutes later we weren't early by that much. The flight was uneventful and m y

folks picked us up in Austin for a quick lunchat R udy's.

Later that evening Kelly, Nicole, Kooper, and Jonat han came over. Jonathan was down from Lubbock for

the holidays and was staying with Kelly and Nicole. This was the first time in several years that all  of us had
been together for a holiday. While Mom (aka "Granny ") entertained Kooper, the rest of us played Texas
Hold'em. We didn't play that bad for a bunch of ama teurs; Kelly won the evening.

Christmas day was held over at Kelly and Nicole's. We snacked and visited until around 2:00 when the

present opening started. Benjamin and | both receiv ed more gifts than we should have, including, but n ot
limited to Casey: (a requested) bathroom scale that estimates percent body fat, Ireland wall calendar,

Dilbert desk calendar, August Rush soundtrack, Nora  h Jones' Feels Like Home CD, and stocking stuffers;
Benjamin: book satchel, James Avery necklace, Corin ne Bailey Rae CD, Starbucks coffee, iTunes giftcar d,
Target gift card, and stocking stuffers. About the time we were finished, Kooper woke up from his nap and

got to open his gifts -- the paper was flying! Whil e Kooper was playing with his toys the adults start  ed
prepping for Christmas dinner. There were some of t he usual fare (fried turkey, dressing, rolls) there  were also
some new ventures (green-bean casserole from scratc h, sliced sweet potatoes, organic pumpkin pie) -- a I

were delicious.
-- Casey

4:30a: Waiting for the Shuttle The Magn olia Hotel Cold Weather & Starbucks: A Perfect Ma  tch

Kooper Wrestling with Uncle Casey Like F ather, Like Sons Texas Hold Em’




Kelly, Nicole & Kooper's Tree

The Gift s

Family Portrait

Brothers

Uncle Casey & Nephew Kooper

S ay Cheese!

Mmmmm. Fired Turkey

Ready to Eat

B ruce Receives One House Shoe ;)

Just What Granny Wanted

Drinking Games (| want some too)

—

he Scale He's Been Waiting For

Kenneth Cole Luggage

Kooper Didn't Nee  d Any Help

Book Bag for School




A Watch for the Runner New Bed Sheets Something Special from Granny Pearl

Under Armour Golf Shirt & CD Now Kooper Can Do His Own Shopping Wine Holder

Gotta Love iTunes Terri Enjoys a Special Gift ;) Nautica Dress Shirt

Speakeasy with Kelly & Nicole
As many times as we had hung out with Kelly & Nicol e we hadn'’t really been in a position to let loose
before. So | suggested that we all go out for drink s while we were in town for Christmas and they agre ed. |

mean who'’s going to say no to going downtown knowin g that we would have a designated driver (yeah,

you know who....Casey)?! We had an early dinner and headed straight to the bar after that. There was
never a set plan once we got down there and so we e nded up at Speakeasy off of Congress. We

immediately started a tab filled with Tonic, Captai n Morgan and Crown Royal, and after a few drinks

decided to stay there for the night. We didn’t stay too late due to family obligations the day followi ng, but it
seemed that we each had lots of fun. We hope to do this again when we’re back in town.

- Benjamin




Christmas (and New Year’s) with the Garcia’s

Casey and | drove down on Saturday December 29 th_ It was a nice drive down to Kingsville and we arr ived
at around 2:00p. My sister was also driving down on Saturday but couldn’t leave until a bit later. My parents
had a barbecue planned for dinner and so when we ar rived, we started to help with the food preparation ,
etc. The plan was to have dinner once Eve got home and then to open presents after that. It was so muc h
fun! Eve arrived just as dinner was ready and soth e evening went on. We opened presents and watched a

movie and just relaxed that evening. Casey and | re ceived way more gifts than we should have. We each
received over $150 in gift cards (which are VERY tr  avel friendly gifts), matching hoodies with built-i n
earphones, a digital photo frame and more. | am not quite sure how it happened, but at one point, |

became overwhelmed with joy and broke-down for a fe w moments. My parents consoled me. My sister
laughed at me. And Casey laughed because my sister was laughing. (It really was funny ;)

Sunday was also a day of fun! We spent the day with my aunt Virginia and uncle Vic. We had lunch at

Macaroni Grill and went shopping for the rest of th e afternoon. My aunt works for the Corpus Christi P olice
Department and since they were going to be working security for a concert that night, she had received 10
free tickets. So — we joined them for a fun concert that night. Clay Walker was the highlight of the e vening.
New Year’s Eve was on Monday and that meant that we were going to have a full house! We went into

town to grab last minute food items and came home t o prepare for the celebration. My family always has a
huge party for New Years. My parents buy the big fi reworks that look like a professional fireworks sho  w. A joy
that we have for living out in the country. However , this year we had a burn ban and so we had to stic k to
the small. Nonetheless it was a blast! We also play countless rounds of Bingo. Since my family is rath  er large,
everyone brings a door prize which we number upon a rrival and once everyone arrives, we start the roun ds.
This year we played about 30 rounds of Bingo. Thec  ompetition was on when some people were winning

multiple times and others hadn’t won at all. hehe A nyway — we rung in the New Year with music and food

just as always.

The rest of our visit with my family was very nice. ~ We hung out at home, went to the movies and cooked

dinner. | must say that this was an awesome visit!  Although we are looking forward to getting back int o our
routines again, we are already planning our next tr ip to Texas (which will probably be during the summ er).
- Benjamin
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Dinner with Eve at Saltgrass ur Stocki ngs Mom & Dad with Presents

Eve Starts it Off Matching Hoodies T ommy Hilfiger Sweater




Purse & Bracelet Digital Photo Frame Visit to my Grandparents House

Ready to Go Shopping Lunch at Macaron i Grill Looking Good for the Concert

Waiting for the Show to Start The Venue Clay Walker on the Big Screen

Clay Walker on Stage New Year's Bingo The Rest of the Bingo Participants



Aunt Anna, Benjamin, Aunt Virginia Benja  min, Celeste

Cathy, Monika, Benjamin, Jennifer

One Last Word for 2007

We are sorry for the delay....again. | know we promis
crazy this month. We are glad to end 2007 on such a
next year and hope that you all continue to tune in

All our love,
- Benjamin & Casey

ed that we wouldn'’t be a late, but alas life was
good note. We are looking forward to the events of

1) Atlanta, Georgia: The Special Events Show 2008

(okay — so maybe next month won'’t be so exciting, b

ut we’ll make the best of it!)




