The Denver msaonthily

Janice's Visit and Casey's Birthday

Janice paid us a visit during her trip to Denver fo
She was staying at the Adam's Mark hotel just a few
nights and just visited. It was great to get caught

toy to add to my wish list.

Her third night in town was my birthday so we took
called Lime. Just as we were walking up to the rest

As he was taking the picture a woman who was walkin
the cheek, and posed for her picture too saying "it
too!". She laughed, asked me how old | was and comm
each other a happy birthday as she strolled away. |
random woman on the street!

Lime gives complimentary tequila shots served in li
partake of mine as well as her own. After dinner we
-- conveniently on the way back to the loft for som

Benjamin informed me that next year's birthday won’

r a three-day convention at the beginning of the mo nth.
blocks from our loft. We cooked dinner the firstt ~ wo
up. Benjamin and | played with her tablet PC -- ye t another
a stroll down to a local restaurant in Larimer Squa  re
aurant Benjamin pulled out the camera for a quick s hot.

me halves to all patrons. Janice was nice enough to

g by with her husband ran up to me, kissed me on
s ok, | can do that - it's my birthday" to which | replied "me
ented that she was almost twice my age. We wished
have to admit that was my first time getting kisse dbya

stopped off at the Rockey Mountain Chocolate Facto ry
e minty, chocolatey goodness.

t be as low-key as this one due to me arriving at 2 NG - 2.

-- Casey

Opening Presents

DVD: Heroes Season 1, CD: KT Tunstall

Random Lady Kissing Casey

Dinner with Janice




Final Grades: A Recap of the Trimester

Well — | did it! | made it through my first trimes ter at Johnson & Wales University! | wasn'’t really sure what to
expect about my attempt to go back to school. Howev er, it proved to be such an amazing experience. The
classes | took were:

1) Introduction to Sports/Entertainment/Event Manageme nt (SEE)

2) Macroeconomics
3) Environmental Science
4) Public Speaking

All of my classes were extremely fun. Since being h  ere | have discovered a career path that | am parti cularly
interested in. That is - using my planning skillst o work as an Event Manger for a Ski Resort or Luxur y Hotel.
There are several resorts/hotels both downtown and in the mountains that work with Johnson & Wales to

setup internships. | will start searching for one o f these internships this Winter trimester, but won’ t actually start
until the Spring trimester. ( HINT:If you're at all interested in visiting, we recomm end coming before the
Spring. Otherwise, there’s no telling what my sched ule could be like...)

| am also REALLY happy to say that | made a 4.5in  all four of my classes. That is the absolute highes t grade
that you can possibly get | have my professors to thank for that, however. T hey were all so very good at
what they do. | am greatly looking forward to the n ext trimester which starts November 27  t and continues

through February 23 . This picture is of me on my last day of school (i t was really cold that day).
- Benjamin

| made it!!

Restaurant of the Month: Dixons Downtown Grill ( http://www.dixonsrestaurant.com/ )
This is actually a “sister” location to Racine’s an  d Good Friends restaurants. They are all owned by t he
same people and offer some of the same foods at eac h place. We have enjoyed the Sage Chicken
Breast, Patty Melt, California Club, Oriental Chick  en Salad and, our favorite, Salsa Duo. We have only
been to Dixons because it's conveniently located on the 16t Street Mall, but also because the food is
really good. We have been a total of three times no w and thought that it deserved to be recognized

this month. This is also where we celebrated Benjam  in’s 4.5 GPA (hence the apple pie picture..hehe)




Thanksgiving Travel to Austin

This year we opted to make use of Benjamin's break between trimesters to see both of our families arou nd
Thanksgiving. The Friday before Thanksgiving we wok e up pre-crack of dawn to schlep our bags down to
Market Street Station to pick up the RTD Sky Ride b  us to the Denver Airport.

Market Street Station is a major transit center on the 16th Street Mall in the heart of downtown. It p rovides
easy access to the pedestrian-friendly 16th Street Mall, the free Mall Ride, and several Rapid Transit  Denver
(RTD) buses via the below-ground terminal. The cool thing about Market Street Station is that it looks and
feels just like an airport terminal, without the se  curity, including different "gates" that service sp ecific bus
routes. The Sky Ride route AF always leaves out of Gate 2 every 30 minutes and total travel time from

downtown to the airport is just an hour. A one-way ticket is only $8 which is chump change compared to
parking a car at the airport or taking a taxi. The only downside is that the Mall Ride buses are a bit sparse
early in the morning making it a chilly walk if you need to catch an early flight. We lucked out and w ere
able to catch a bus after only a few blocks of walk ing.

We were on a direct flight to Austin on Frontier, w ho's hub is Denver. The line at the inside ticket ¢ ounter was
very long but the outside check-in counter was comp letely empty and we breezed right on through.

The Denver International Airport (DIA) is one of th e five busiest airports in the US. According to an AP news

article | read the week before our flight, the Denv er airport has, on average, the longest security li nes out of

those five busiest airports. DIA has three security  check points one can go through, the one at the sk y bridge
to terminal A, the north checkpoint, and the south checkpoint. Out of the three, the checkpoint at the sky

bridge is on average the least crowded followed by the north and then south checkpoints. Armed with th at
knowledge we had very little wait at the sky bridge checkpoint and arrived at our gate well before

boarding time.

While the security line wasn't bad, the gate area w as packed with people. We've never seen the airport
that busy -- | guess we weren't the only ones getti ng a head start on the holiday travel.

All and all we couldn't have asked for better holid ay travel to Austin: no flights were missed, all of our flights
were on time, no bags were lost, and we didn't spend frustrating hours waiting in lines going thr  ough the joke

that our government calls airport security.
-- Casey

Waiting at Market Street Station
We took the 7:26a Sky Ride to DIA



The Compass Gang

| had contacted my friends from Compass Bank about 2 weeks before finals started to see if they were
interested in hanging out while | was in Texas for ~ Thanksgiving. The “planner” in me knew that if | di dn’t
schedule this in advance and before | went crazy wi th tests that | would never get it done. The gang

consisted of Margot, Pam, Sam and Margot’s friend B enny. We met at Chuy’s in Round Rock at 5:30p for
dinner & drinks. This was one of the restaurants th  at | wanted to visit while in Austin, so thiswas p erfect! | got
to have some creamy jalapeno sauce, a cheese enchil ada, a beef taco and a couple of Margarita’s.
Mmmm...

While at dinner one of the girls suggested we go ou t and continue the party. So — we did! We went to
Graham Central Station in Pflugerville (it was my f  irst time). This was an interesting venue becauset here was

more than one type of club within the same building . Michelle and Melanie, a couple more of my Compas S
buddies, met us at the club after dinner. We went t o the country section, to the karaoke section, the coyote
ugly section and finally ended up at the hip-hop/to p 40 section. We had an absolute great time and |
couldn’t have been happier to see them all. The nig ht finally ended about 1:45am. It was time to go ho me. |
hope to see more of them soon! Love you guys and th anks for an awesome time.
- Benjamin
Dinner & Drinks at Chuy’s Up in Da Club St arting With Shots
Michelle, Pam, Sam, Melanie & Me Actin’ Crazy

Dancing




Meeting Xander

Not long after we moved to Denver, Alexander Merlin Mittlesteadt (Xander for short) made his appearanc e
into the world. While in Austin over Thanksgivingw e made a special point to meet him for the first ti me.
Luckily we were able to meet up with Terri, Xander, and Cara for Sunday brunch at Kerby Lane prior to

spending the day with Eve doing some Christmas shop ping.

Xander, much like his Mom, is a sweetheart and even allowed us to hold him. It was good to get caught up
with Terri, hearing all about Xander and their new house down in Buda. Sounds like things are looking up in
their neck of the woods and we were excited to hear all about it, including some entertaining voice ma ils.

Cara is likewise doing well and it was great to hea r about her kids' antics -- no doubt a foreshadowin g of

Xander's future to some degree. Much missed hugs we re shared all around.
-- Casey

Uncle Casey and Xander Uncle Benjamin & Xander The Gang's All Here!

Shopping with Eve

We met up with my sister on Sunday morning so that we could do some Christmas shopping. Yes — already!
Since we aren't flying into Austin until Christmas Eve morning, it was our only chance to get as many
wrapped gifts into Terri & Bruce’s house as we coul  d. Not the best plan, we know. However, we’re just

learning this whole “not living in the same state” thing. Hehe Anyway — we had a great time with Eve. We
did actually make some progress and had lots of fun doing it. We shopped mostly in the Lakeline Mall a rea
and had lunch at China Café. This was a place | fre quently ordered take-out from and it was so good. As
most of you know, Casey is NOT a shopper and so he left us after lunch. My sister and | took the rest  of the
afternoon easy and just browsed around at some real ly cool stuff. By the way — my wish list is almost  ready! ;)
- Benjamin
My Sisters Apartment Lunch at Chi na Cafe

What a Fun Display at Macy's!



Did Someone Say Interior Decorator?!

Some of you may remember the major decorating proje ct that | am helping Casey’s parents with. | told

them that | would help them spruce up the new house in Austin one room at a time. The last visit we we  re
able to select paint colors, furniture items, and a few wall hangings. It was five days of shopping an d
creating some fun décor ideas. It was a successful trip, however, all of the furniture we selected had to be
ordered and delivered at later dates. So — | was pretty much at a halt until then. Thankfully , all of the furniture
was delivered in September and set into place. Terr i has also purchased some coordinating items such a S
bath towels and sheet sets. It's definitely coming along nicely!

This trip we decided that we wanted to do something with the formal dining room. So — | put my thinkin g
cap on and off we went! Shopping was much easier si nce all of the big stuff was done. We visited some
familiar places and found some inspiration. | threw in a decorating idea for the master bedroom too. |

mean.. why stop there, right?!

We went with a very modern approach to the wall déc or and a simple idea for a centerpiece. We feel tha t
the outcomes are parallel to the rest of the décor styles and are very pleased. | even helped Terri pi  ck out a
few Christmas items for the dining table as welll W e have a few more items to purchase/finalize in the dining
room, but it's much more pleasing to the eye than b efore. We’'ll see what | can squeeze in during the

Christmas visit.
- Benjamin

Interior Designing is Hard Work The Formal Dining Room Benjamin Creation #1

Modern Wall Hangings Benjamin Creation #2

Orchid Arrangement (Close-Up)



Thanksgiving: Garcia Style
We’'re not really sure how this happened, but when C

Tuesday morning Casey'’s parents had to hit the road

did a lot of eating at places we don’t have access

the road right around 12:00noon. We arrived to King
had taken the day off). We chatted and caught up un
made us a REALLY good dinner. Before visiting | had
home-cooked dinners (Arroz con Pollo, Enchilada Cas

got home from shopping, we called over some family
done for the Thanksgiving meal the next day. It was
and tons of fabulous food. We ate right around noon
with relatives, taking pictures, playing card games
my family. There are so many of us, each with our o
moments of excitement.

As a family, we traditionally decorate the house fo
waste no time! It was an all-day event because we o
decorations and replace those spaces with fun holid
turned out great!

We did some shopping on Wednesday in Corpus Christi

asey and | lived in Austin, we had this traditiono  f

eating at Saltgrass Steak House right before drivin g to Kingsville, Texas (to Benjamin’s parent’'s hous e€). On

early to head back to Littlefield and we were head ed

south as well, so our tradition seemed to fitinth e schedule quite nicely!

If you haven't figured it out yet we

to in Denver. Anyway — it was a great lunch and we hit
sville around 4:00p and Mom met us at the house (sh e
til Dad got home. That evening and the next Mom
requested that she make a couple of my favorite

serole).

and Tia Bojie joined us. It was a great time! When we

members to help us get some of the food preparation
a typical holiday for the family. We had A LOT of guests

time and spent the afternoon socializing, catching up
and, of course, watching football. | always enjoy seeing
whn stories and backgrounds, and it makes for contin ual

r Christmas the day after Thanksgiving. That's righ t, we
f course had to remove all of the everyday
ay items. The Christmas tree took the longest buti t

It was a great visit with my parents. We plan to be back a couple of days after Christmas to celebrate New
Year's with them. Yet another big party to host! Ca n’'t wait...
- Benjamin
With Mom All the Cooks in the Kitchen Case y with Uncle Albert

Benjamin with Tia Yoli Casey with Tia Bojie

Eating breakfast with Gabriella

(Pictures Cont'd on Page 8)




Decorating the Christmas Tree

My Cousin Aaron Us on Thanksgiving

Our Christmas Stockings

Visit with the Peels

Benjamin and | spent most of the first part of our
Austin. With my folks we did some more décor shoppi
piece for their dresser. Along the way we were able
our Austin favorites.

Sunday evening Kelly, Nicole, and Kooper came over
While the food was a bit non-traditional compared t
delicious. | particularly liked having Dessert Deli
too!

After arriving back into Austin after our trip to K
usual we enjoyed spending time with them - Kooper e
in the middle of the living room floor!

trip with my family and a bit of it with his sister

ght instead of Pumpkin Pie. Kooper enjoyed it very

ingsville we went over to Kelly and Nicole's for di

Eve in
ng as Benjamin worked on their dining room and a
to partake of some grub from Texadelphia, one of

for a pseudo-impromptu Thanksgiving Dinner.
o our usual Thanksgivings fare, it was as equallya s

much

nner. As
ven requested that Uncle Casey read him a book

-- Casey

Casey & Terri Relaxing on the Back Porch Bruce, Koo per & Casey

Mmmmm. Dessert Delgiht!




Terri, Casey & Bruce Uncle Casey R eading to Kooper

Final Thoughts

November was crazy for us because of finals and tra vel to Texas. Now that Benjamin is truly in the
swing of school, life has slowed a bit. We still en  joy the 16 t Street Mall and everything that it has to
offer. There is always something new to look at. Ri  ght now, they have decorated all of the trees with
Christmas lights and it looks gorgeous! We haven't had the opportunity to attend church every Sunday
but we hope to change that starting this weekend. W e still enjoy the services and look forward to
worship time.

It's still kind of weird not having to drive the ca r very much. We love our car, although we only driv e

once a week (if that). Downtown is a great place to be and despite the recent thoughts of buying a

house closer to the college, we decided that we are n’t quite ready to give up the urban living just ye t!
So all of you potential visitors looking for a gre  at downtown time, come on up! We’d love to have

you.

All our love,
-Benjamin & Casey

1) Christmas Visit to Texas
2) “Wine Party” in Houston
3) Restaurant of the Month
4) Casey’s Product Release (we hope)



