The Denver msaonthily

Mom and Dad’s Adventure
| have to start this story with just a little bit o f background about my parents. First off, it was th eir first time to
Colorado and they were very thrilled about that. Al though, it was my Mom'’s first time to fly. For some
reasons (that she felt were perfectly good) she had always feared planes, and just decided that she’d
rather drive to wherever she was going. Well — now that her son lives several states away she was fina llyina
position in which driving was simply out of the que stion! They drove up to Austin from Kingsville beca  use we
were able to get them a non-stop flight from there. Well | spoke to my parents the night before they | eft and
my mom seemed pretty nervous. The following morning she was even more nervous but was still calm and
focused on getting on that plane to come to Denver. So naturally, | was worried for her. Well —there | am
waiting at the main terminal in the airport for the m. | was waiting and waiting and waiting. But — rig ht before
| almost started to freak out, here come my parents . | see my mother and she was all smiles just chatt ing
away on her cell phone and the world was grand! I'm standing there thinking “Are you kidding me?! What
was all the fuss for then?!” hehe Luckily, they bo  th really enjoyed the flight and had already starte d to plan
flights to Las Vegas and Boston before we could even get back to the car! hehe
The rest of their visit was also all smiles. We did several activities, went shopping, out to eat and lounged. The
highlights were definitely those that involved the mountains. One of our fun trips was out to Blackhaw k, CO
where the Indian Reservation is located. If you can imagine a mini Las Vegas in the middle of mountain s,
then you have the basic idea of Blackhawk. On the w ay up the mountain we encountered snow flurries. It
didn’t take but a few seconds for my mom to realize that yes indeed — it was snow — and not rain. Case  y, my
dad and | got a huge kick out of my mom'’s reaction. She was so thrilled to have seen snow falling from the
sky! We also visited Breckenridge, CO, attended the Ringling Bros. Circus, strolled through Oktoberfes t beer
festival, and visited Buffalo Bill's grave and Muse  um. We had way too much fun and enjoyed every minut e
of it. They also had the chance to tour my college and watch me in action for a group presentation th at |
was required to attend on the Saturday that they we re here. We are looking forward to their next visit . They
mentioned something about spending a “White Christm as” here sometime. That would just be too cool!
Enjoy the pictures...

-Benjamin

Arriving in Denver, CO Strolling Down the 16  t Street Mall Dinner at Old Chicago Pasta & Pi  zza




Approaching the Circus Entrance The Tiger Dude: Sc  ary Stuff It Really Was Awesome!

Benjamin LOVED The Elephants The Grand Finale One Last Photo...

Random Picture (I thought it was fun...) Loveland, CO : Going to Breckenridge The Continental Divide

Breckenridge, CO Shopping and More Shopping Down Time




It Was a Gorgeous Day The Best Lunch Spot in Brec kenridge A Cute Little Italian Place

Oktoberfest Walking Through the Craziness G erman Band Playing German Music

Snow Flurries on the Car Mom is GIGA Excited Abou tthe Snow! Blackhawk, CO

Getting Acquainted with The City We Found the Plac e to Be! Benjamin’s First Time to Gamble




Mom and Dad Enjoying Blackhawk “Las Vegas” in the Mountains You Can Read the Sign...

The Grave: This Was Cool! Photo Opportunity What About Us?

Saying Good-bye

Restaurant of the Month: Rocky Mountain Diner (http://www.rockymountaindiner.com/index.php )

We discovered this restaurant only one block from t he loft. It was built in the 1800’s and was called the
“Ghost Building”. The building itself used to be |  ocated somewhere else. They took all of the outer s tones
that it was made from and rebuilt it on its current lot using the same materials. Very cool! Anyway — we
enjoy their Chicken Fried Chicken, Pot Roast or the Blue Plate Special (AKA: Turkey Pot Pie) which is  only

served on Tuesday and Thursday! We try and wait as long as we can before going back again.. it's that
good!

-Benjamin




October 21, 2007: Denver’s First Snowfall

So from the moment we moved to Denver | have been a nxiously waiting for that first moment of snow. It

finally came on this lovely Sunday morning. It was such an exciting moment for me because the day befo re

we had temperatures in the mid 70’s, yet the weathe r people swore that snow was on it's way within 24

hours. Well — Saturday night was particularly cold and when we woke up (around 7:30a) on Sunday for

church it was GIGA cold but just raining. By the ti me we were ready to leave (around 9:30a) it had beg unto

snow EVERYWHERE! | was absolutely stunned and excited at the same t ime! Casey, being from the

panhandle of Texas, was NOT affected by this.. hehe . Although he really enjoyed watching me freak out

with every new sighting of snow patches. | admit, | was rather entertaining that day. | took as many p ictures

as | could. By the time we went to church, had lunc h and picked up some groceries the snow had begun t o]

melt away. Much to my surprise though, most of it | asted for a couple more days in areas that were

abundant with evergreens. My college campus was esp ecially beautiful because it has a lot of grassy ar eas

that were blankets of white! | am sure there will be many more snowfall moments for me to enjoy and for

Casey to chuckle at. I just hope that we avoid last years blizzard conditions (thank goodness we were n't

here yet!). Enjoy the pics...

- Benjamin

The Snow Is Just Beginning Bus Stop in Front of O ur Building Random Car on the Way to the Garag e

Cars Parked on Our Street Driving Through Downtow n On the Way to Church

At a Stoplight | LOVE the Evergreens the Most
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(Megan pictures continued on Page 7)




Botanical Gardens Iced-Over Plants Casey at the Botanical Gardens

Megan at the Botanical Gardens Kirkland Museum Vance Kirkland’s Studio
South Side of Denver Art Museum Hideous North Side  of Denver Art Museum Eating Dinner at Steuben’ s
Biking
Our friend Danny is currently in the process of mov  ing into his new house. A few weeks ago, however, w e
went over and helped him with some necessary packin g. We noticed that he had not one, not two, but
three bikes in his garage! We asked to borrow one o f them (since Casey already has one) so that | coul dtry
it out and see if | liked it. Well - BEFORE we coul d even go bike riding Casey insisted that | needed a helmet.
He said “I'd much rather pay $50 for a bike helmet than thousands of dollars for a hospital bill.” How the hell
could I argue with a comment like that, right?! So... there we go... to the bike store to buy Benjamin a
helmet. As you can imagine, that process was quite hysterical! Long story short — we found one that ac tually
fit and thus started our new journey. We have enjoy ed riding the trails every Sunday. It’s the perfect Sunday
routine: We go to church, have a leisure lunch, do some grocery shopping and then head home to change
for our biking outing. It's so peaceful. We love it ! And yes — | have grown to like my helmet (despite the fact
that it messes up my hair). hehe
Benjamin
(see pictures on Page 8)




Benjamin & Danny Benjamin & Cas ey: Getting Ready to Leave

Renee, Robert, Reba Grace & the Zoo

The same week that Benjamin's parents were in town, Renee, Robert, and Reba Grace were also in the
Denver area staying with Wally and Darrel. Luckily the two trips didn't completely overlap: the Garcia 's
left Friday morning and the Lees were leaving on Sa turday around noon. After we dropped Benjamin's

folks off at the airport the Lees dropped by our lo ft. Reba Grace was a bit shy at first, not havings  een us

in over a year but after a while she figured out we weren't all that bad.

After a tour and some visiting we all piled into th e car and headed to the Denver Zoo. None of us had

been to this zoo before and we were in for quite th e surprise -- it's much larger than you initially t  hink!
And talk about busy! As if the four or five school buses didn't tip us off, the vulturing for a parkin g place at
the lower level of the parking garage should have.

The weather turned out beautiful and most of the an imals were taking advantage of the nice weather

too. Reba Grace was fascinated more by all the kids than she was by the animals | think -- future

socialite in the making! Benjamin and | had fun pla ying Uncles all day, including taking advantage of
handing her back to Mom and Dad when she needed a d iaper change.

We were also invited for dinner at Wally and Darrel I's house later that week. Unfortunately Robert was

gone by then for business purposes, but nonetheless we enjoyed spending some additional time with
Reba Grace, Renee, Wally and Darrell.

It was really great visiting with Renee and Robert, it had been much too long since we saw them last.
We've decided not to wait another year before seein g all three of them again. A year's simply too long !
- Casey

Entrance to the Denver Zoo Entrance From Afar Having Fun in the Sun!




These Guys Were Cool! Reba Grace Wearing Benjamin  ’s Shades Too Cute!

Too Cute: Part Two Family Portrait Runnin g Around

At Granny & Papa’s House So Photogenic, huh?! This is Our Favorite One




In Closing...

As you can see — this month was full of visits from  friends and family. And we really didn’t have time
much more than that. Sadly enough, | was uncertain if | would even have time to get the newsletter
together! October was a month of many research pape rs and a few group projects for Benjamin.

Casey has been busy preparing a new version of his product for its release in a few weeks.

We count our blessings everyday - mostly for the op portunities to try new places and new things. We
have really enjoyed all the visits thus far. Howeve  r, we will be the one’s doing the visiting here rea I
soon. Final exams are only 2 weeks away and then we 're headed to Texas to kick off the beginning of

the holiday season.

Thanks for tuning in! We love you! Happy Thanksgivi ng!
-Benjamin & Casey

for

1) Benjamin’s Final Grades: Overview of the 1 st Trimester
2) Thanksgiving Visits to Texas

3) Casey turns 29! (yeah...he’s that close....hehe)

4) Janice Grantz comes to town




