The Denver mionthily

Evelyn Comes to Visit
My sister came to visit us at the very start of thi s month. In fact, she left back for Texas the day b efore |
started school. So — | guess you could say | really  *did* party through the end of my summer! The three of
us had so much fun together. It was a couple of “fi rsts” for my sister which made this trip not only f  un, but
really special. It was 1) her first time out of the  state of Texas and 2) her first time on an airplan  e. Both
ended up being a huge success! Let’s see... where do | begin? Well — she landed on Thursday night and
flew back home on Monday afternoon. We started our weekend off with a nice dinner on Thursday night
and then came home for a tour of the loft and bedti me (we had a big weekend ahead of us). Friday
morning we got up and made a wonderful homemade fre nch toast for breakfast and headed out to the
16t Street Mall for some shopping! It ended up being a perfect day for being outside. Friday night was
particularly excited because we went to see Dierks Bentley and Gary Allen in concert! It was held at t he
same outdoor theatre that we saw Norah Jones (see ¢ oncert story below). Saturday was a first for Casey
and | because we took Eve to the Downtown Aquarium. It was none like we'd ever seen before. This place
was all decked out with over the top décor and some really cool animals! The day continued with a stro I
downtown to the local festival that was being held at the Civic Center Park near the Capital. It was y early
festival that hosts all local food vendors, bands, businesses, etc. It was a bit warm, but still lots of fun  Now
Sunday was the big day! This was the moment that my sister had been waiting for... She couldn’t come to
Colorado and not see some mountains, right?! You go t it! We took a day trip out to Breckenridge, CO. | t
was Labor Day weekend and there was lots going on; Arts festivals, local vendor sales, marathons, thea  tre
productions, and more! We started our day by having lunch at this great Irish Pub & Grill and just spe nt the
day shopping, walking around, talking, etc. It made such an impression on Eve that she is convincedth  at
this is going to be her home in the future! Monday came much quicker than we expected. It real ly was
such a great time and we were glad to have her here . We spent Monday taking our time getting dressed,
having lunch and touring Johnson & Wales Univ. befo re we had to take her to the airport. It was back t 0
reality for her and for us, but we were glad to end the weekend on such a great note

-Benjamin

Late Night Arrival Playing Around While Shopp  ing Lunch at Maggiano’s Little Italy

(Pictures continued on Page 2)



Some More Shopping After Lunch We're Ready For  Some Fish! The Downtown Aquarium

The Coolest Underwater Tunnel Ever! Safari Phot o Opportunity Lunch in Breckenridge, CO

View From the Top Beautiful Scene More  Breckenridge Beauty

Even More Breckenridge Beauty The Most Beautiful ~ of Them All ;) Saying Go od-bye at the Airport



Dierks Bentley/Gary Allen: In Concert!

Okay people - | am pissed off! (and my sister too) There was, at least, a couple of months of preparat ion
that went into this awesome concert... We were look in’ cute, knew all the words the CD’s and were read y
for some ice cold beers and some rockin’ country mu sic! The *one* downer of the evening — we couldn’t
take our camera in! What?! Are you flipping kidding me?! Ugh! We were devastated... Mostly because we
didn’t know this until we got to the door and had t o walk all the way back to the car to put our camer as
back. You think that was it? Ha! Not even close... We were there chillin’, right? We each had our first adult
beverage and were soaking in the atmosphere around us. We had arrived a bit early to allow for drinkin g,
food, more drinking; you know... the important stuff! ;) Well — not even 30 minutes later some chic walk s by
us with (yep, you guessed it) A CAMERA! (oh hell no  !) Needless to say there were several people that n ight
who managed to sneak their cameras in and were flas hing away all night long. But not to worry my frien ds...
Eve and | did not let this minor detail get to us. We had the best time that night screaming and danci ng and
singing. If Dierks or Gary comes your way in the fu  ture.. definitely take advantage. It's well worth i t!

-Benjamin

Denver Public Library

One of the amazing things about living in downtown Denver is that some places that seemed like a trek in
Austin are simply leisurely strolls here. The movie theater is one example (we often walk to a restaur ant and
then just a few blocks to a movie at the UA Pavilio ns) and the Denver Public Library (DPL) is another.

When | lived in Austin | would sometimes visit the  Austin Public Library but it was often more of a ha ssle than

it was worth -- Amazon, for instance, delivers righ  t to your door. After discovering that the central DPL
branch was just a few blocks away | opted to get a library card and start browsing. There had been a

couple of books that | had been interested in readi ng but couldn't seem to readily find at a brick-and -
morter bookstore whenever | went in (Is This Apocal  ypse Necessary? by C. Dale Brittain and The Silver
Gryphon by Mercedes Lackey). To my consternation ne ither of the books was in the DPL's collection. |
inquired if it was possible that those books might be available elsewhere. The friendly librarian show ed me
how to check the Prospector software and confirmed that both books were available through an inter-

library loan, put in to have the two books borrowed on my behalf and said that they would arrive in th e
central branch in about a week. Two days later | re ceived an email saying that the books were ready to

pick up. Now that's service!
Since then I've borrowed several books, including t he last Harry Potter book. After submitting my hold

request for the book and finding out that | was # 40 9in line | expected to wait a few months for one t o]
become available. Those kids must read fast because | had a copy in my hands in less than 3 weeks (and
finished it in just a couple of days).

There are a couple of fascinating things about the DPL that warrant pointing out. The first is thatas a
borrower in good standing you can have up to 300 items checked out at one time. Yes - 300. Therear e
further restrictions on how many CDs/DVDs you can h ave out at a time but still, 300? Yikes! As withan vy
good library their card catalog is searchable from any internet browser although being able to place a

hold on a book from any library within the system a nd have it delivered to a specific branch is partic ularly
handy. Another cool thing about the central DPL bra nch is the amazing architecture (see picture).
Designed by Michael Graves, the building opened to the public in 1995. It sits across the street from  the
very cool Denver Art Museum extension completed in late 2006 making it one of the most interesting

modern architectural blocks in downtown Denver.
-- Casey

(Library Pictures on Page 4)




The Entire Library from Afar (cool huh?)

Main Entrance to the Library

Flatirons Community Church

During the past few months Benjamin and | have been searching for a church home. We had been
attending the Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) o f the Rockies and while we really liked all the
people we met there, we didn't feel like it was the place for us. Luckily by word of mouth we hard abo ut
Flatirons Community Church up in Lafayette, between Denver and Boulder. At around 30 minutes away

it was more of a drive than we were use to for atte nding church but we decided to give it a shot.

We were surprised at how similar the churchisto G ateway in Austin. Both churches have a similar feel

and it was the most at home we'd felt in a church i n a long time. We've attended the church for the

past two weeks and really enjoyed the worship servi ce and got a lot out of the message. | suspect that

we'll be continuing to attend and hopefully get mor e involved. Before anyone starts to ask: no it does n't
appear they have a Deaf ministry and no I'm not pla nning on starting one up anytime soon! An

interesting side note, Benjamin and | finally found a decent Mexican food restaurant on our way back

from Flatirons last week: Hacienda Colorado. Now, i t's no Chuy's but it is way better than anything else

we found in the area with the possible exception of Lime in Larimer Square.

-- Casey

Located in a Shopping Center (Main Entrance) View on the Way to Church (what a way to start wor shiping!)




Suzy's quick trip through DIA

Our good friend Suzy Deffeyes made a quick, 3-hour, trip through Denver just this past weekend. She

had a long layover at DIA on a trip back to Austin from Canada and had asked earlier in the week if we
wanted to meet her in the airport for a visit and a bite to eat. Excited about seeing her we readily

agreed. On the way to the airport we thought back a nd realized that we hadn't seen Suzy or her partner
Sarah in almost two years!

Benjamin and | met her at the "Mountain Mirage" wat er fountains around 10:45am and we ventured to

one of the few sit-down eating establishments in DI A, Pour La France Cafe & Bar. The irony of the

restaurant choice won't be lost on those of you who know Suzy and Sarah -- they just moved back to

Austin from a 2-year stay in Paris, France where Su  zy was working. We chatted with her for a little ov er an
hour, hearing of how they were adjusting back to li fe in the US, how Suzy was liking her new position

inside IBM, how Sarah was doing with her new job at Barnes & Noble, and the fun stuff they were doing
to their house now that their back.
We really enjoyed our visit and are hoping to meet up with them while we're in Austin over the holiday S.

We simply must get together for at least a meal so we can hug Sar ah's neck too!
-- Casey

After Lunch at DIA

Restaurant of the Month: Texas de Brazil

Okay — so this was a complete mistake on our part... This was the restaurant we took Eve to her first ni  ght
in Denver. Well — we didn’t get to there until 9:30 and they stopped taking tables at 10:00. Unfortuna tely,
it was probably going to be the same case if we lef t and tried to go elsewhere. So — we apologized for
arriving so late yet proceeded to have dinner anywa y. | must say that we received the best service and
some of the best food we have ever eaten. Now grant ed it was a genre of food that we were not

expecting and a price range that, although we were fine with, were not expecting either. The restauran t
offered an exotic salad buffet which included Portu guese inspired cuisine and an all-you-can-eat line up
of meats. We tried pork sirloins, garlic sirloins, sausages, filet mignon, chicken kabobs, etc. And th e best
part was that it was all fresh off the grill and cu t off the skewer right onto your plate! We chose th is
restaurant because it was a complete mistake at fir st, but ended up pleasing our ever-curious taste

buds. From the décor to the service to the $150 tab — it was so good! We keep waiting for the tiniest

thing to celebrate so we have a reason to go back ; )

- Benjamin




Random Thing

Okay — so we went the Grand Opening of Central Park in Stapleton ( http://stapletondenver.com/ ). The
park had been under construction since the neighbor hood started being built and they just opened it to
the public this month. We went with some of our fri ends who live in Stapleton to the grand opening
because they were having a ribbon cutting, news cre ws, and activities for the kids, etc. Well —while  we
were walking around we found the most random thing ever! | won't even try to describe it, I'll justle  tyou
look at the picture and decide for yourself... enjoy!

- Benjamin

Part of That World

For all of those Little Mermaid fans out there, | h  ave some great news! It's coming to Broadway!!! Ca sey
and | went with a small group of friends to see the Pre-Broadway production. They actually created the
show entirely here in Denver and used the city as a “test” run for the show. Basically they used this asa
chance to work out all the kinks. They performed fo r several weeks, sold out most of their shows, and  we
were lucky enough to be a part of it. To say it was good is an understatement. My favorite part of the
show was how they changed scenes from above the oce an to under the water. It was done by using
special plastic “waves” that were designed and made exclusively for them by 3M manufacturer. They
moved up and down and when you combined it with the lighting techniques, you really felt as if you
were going underneath the water! It was amazing! T he singing of course was fantastic. Our favorite
character was Ursula. The actress who played that r ole was so powerful on stage. We weren't able to
take any pictures of course but we managed to snap a group photo before we went inside. For those of
you who are interested in seeing it; the cast and ¢ rew are currently in New York working on rehearsals
etc. They are scheduled to start the official Broad way tour sometime this winter

- Benjamin

From Left: Casey, Kirk, Peter, Mark , Danny, Benjamin The Program and Cast List ing




College: Starting school....again

Okay — so my first day of school went extremely wel I! It was the typical “Hello, I'm Professor . Here'sthe
syllabus, see you next class....” However, everyone seemed nice and the teachers seemed like they were

very knowledgeable about the event industry. | have been attending classes for about a month now and |

could not be happier! | have found that this colleg e is all about networking their students with indus  try
professionals from day one. In fact, within the fir st week | met the President of the college, the Dir ector of
Marketing, and the Director of Campus Activities. N ot to mention that | had already hung out (on more than
one occasion) with the Dean of Student Affairs over the summer break. I'm telling you, | am meeting th e
right kind of people! But — on a more intellectual level, the College of Hospitality (which is what I m in) hosts a
Meet & Greet for their students on a regular basis. | was asked to attend the International Associatio n of
Assembly Managers, Inc. Student Chapter social gath ering. The President of the Hospitality coordinates this
for students to have the opportunity to meet curren t industry professionals and start forming relation  ships
with them. | was so excited to be there! | was intr oduced (by my professor and the president) to so ma ny
individuals that are looking forward to working wit h me in the future. In fact, | may be helping a com pany
start up a wedding planning business structure. The  y apparently want to meet with me and see what idea s
could bring to the table as far as wedding planning goes. This is also a company that | could work for inan

internship first of next year! But — enough aboutt  hat... The students are nice, somewhat. | have made a
handful of friends so far and | really like the rou  tine | have made for myself this term. | only have class Mon-

Thurs but | still go to campus on Friday’s in order  to get extra homework done. (Call me the overachie ver) My
favorite spot to hang out is Pete’s Lounge which is on campus. They have cozy couches, tables & chairs for
eating, flat screens for TV. watching, a bar area, a small arcade machine and an outdoor patio area. T he
best part is that it has wireless internet so | can  totally do all of my homework from there! | think that this
term is going to finish out well for me. | have man aged to form very strong relationships with all of my
professors. They seem to like me because | am older than the rest of my classmates and am able to offe r
some real-life examples to support some of the curr iculum they teach. | scored an A on my first two ex ams
and my first public speech. | am hoping to continu e this trend and make the best of my stay here at

Johnson & Wales University. Stay tuned for more upd  ates on this!
- Benjamin

Outtakes: On Campus Food & Beverage Store Pete’s Lounge: Bar Area

Pete’s Lounge: Couches & T.V. Me: My First Day of School




We were glad to report many stories this month. We were also glad to have found the time to report
things this month. With Benjamin in school, freeti me seems to be nonexistent. With Casey working full
time at the computer all day, sitting there even lo nger to write an article can be challenging. But —

we love to do it and we're just always glad to shar e our story with you guys. Hope all is well with yo  u!
Thanks again for reading. We love you.

-Benjamin & Casey

1) The Denver Mint

2) Bike Riding: In Full Gear

3) Benjamin’s parents come to visit

4) Megan Bock comes to visit

5) Renee, Robert & Reba Grace come to visit



