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07.18.07: Call Me Irresponsible 
All I have to say is… Michael Bublé. For the second  time, Casey and I went to see Michael Bublé in con cert 
and let me tell you – it was awesome!  The first ti me we saw him was in San Antonio, Texas at the Rive rwalk. 
�  This time we had the pleasure of seeing him at the  Well Fargo Theatre, which is part of the Conventio n 
Center, just three blocks away from the loft.  The title of his new CD is “Call me Irresponsible”, for  those of you 
who are interested. We started the evening with ver y nice dinner reservations at 5:00pm and walked ove r to 
the Theatre from the restaurant.  Just as I suspect ed, he was absolutely amazing on stage, just as he was 
before. He opened with the well-known “Me and Mrs. Jones” and made the crowd go wild (me included)!  
He worked the stage with his usual hip shaking and microphone stand dance moves all night long.  Jane 
Arden opened the show promptly at 8:00pm. You might  remember her 1995 hit single “Insensitive”.  She h as 
an amazing voice live and is actually quite the com edian! The concert lasted until almost 11:00pm.  Ca sey 
doesn’t know it yet, but I am greatly looking forwa rd to the next tour! hehe  For now though, I will c ontinue 
to jam out to his newest CD! It’s well worth the pu rchase. 

- Benjamin  
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Entrance to Rioja            Artwork in the side Di ning Room           Wine rack on the wall 
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Restaurant of the Month:  Rioja 
We have always appreciated the convenience of fine dining near the loft. However, it wasn’t until 
recently that we actually found a restaurant that i s actually worth ranting about. It’s called “Rioja”  
(www.riojadenver.com).  It’s located in the Downtow n Larimer Square which is a very modern and 
hip street filled with unique retail stores and res taurants.  The restaurant has waiters who carry aro und 
baskets of complimentary artisan breads that range from sourdough to olive & herb. I had the 
rosemary and sourdough breads, and Casey tried the olive & herb and sourdough. It was awesome! 
We also decided to start the dinner with a homemade  mozzarella cheese that was baked inside 
proschiutto and served over garlic toast and pesto sauce.  The presentation was wonderful, but no 
where near the quality of flavors. We should have k nown that it was a *really* nice place when they 
offered sparking water as an alternative to the tap  water, however, we were officially convinced 
when our waiter made sure that we had clean silverw are for every course. �   For dinner, I had what 
they called “Permaluta Chicken” which was a bone-in  roasted chicken served over a crispy potato 
cup filled with vegetables and drizzled with a crea m sauce. Yummy!  Casey ordered a very nice 
Ravioli filled with chicken and other herbs. It als o had a creamy pesto sauce. As if that weren’t 
enough, we opted to end the dinner with a Pastry Ch ef specialty; S’mores mixture served with a 
homemade graham cracker.  The entire experience was  well worth it.  We have already decided 
that Rioja is a place we will frequent while we’re in Denver.  If any of you come to visit at some poi nt, 
and are interested, we’d gladly accompany you there  ;) 

-Benjamin  
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  Hospitality College Building 
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                On my way to campus 

07.16.07:  JWU New Student Orientation 
Talk about feeling old…  I attended orientation on July 16th and 17 th . It was basically two days of 
current students talking to us about how to act and  what to expect during our college careers.  
Needless to say I didn’t get too much out of it, as  it was mostly geared toward students new to 
college, rather than students new to Johnson & Wale s University.  That being said, I did have fun 
though.  I met three other students; Gino, Britney and Kat. They are fresh out of high school and were  
all quite shocked when I answered “no, I’m 25.” to their comment, “So… you’re like 19, right?”  As 
much as it was flattering, it made me feel ancient!   hehe On a productive note, I was able to 
accomplish a few things while I was there. I verifi ed what classes I was registered for, I determined my 
meal plan, I obtained a locker for books and such, I got my Student I.D. and I purchased (and 
started to read) the book for my summer reading ass ignment.  I enjoyed the team builders in our 
orientation group, as did the other students in my group.  My favorite part of the entire two-day 
orientation was the two-hour mock class I sat throu gh. It was called “The World of Event 
Management” led by professor Tranner.  I was highly  intrigued by the material, and extremely 
excited to know that the things I will be instructe d in class for my degree (Sports/Entertainment/Even t 
Management) couldn’t be more in line with what my c areer choice is.  I am truly blessed and ready 
to perform a career that I would do for free, but c an still find someone  to pay me for doing it. 

- Benjamin  
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Monogrammed Napkin Rings in serving Tray          H appy Birthday Banner for the serving table         Mallet Centerpieces for the Buffet area 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Other Monogrammed Pieces                                    Croquet Balls in decorative Bowl                           Personalized Message on Mallets 
 

 

07.19.07:  Starting Small 
Since moving, Casey and I have been introduced to m any successful business persons who have 
actually become our good acquaintances as well.  It  is through them that we have begun to 
connect and network ourselves in Denver.  As we men tioned in our previous newsletter, we have our 
dear friend Danny Ballard to thank for all of those  introductions �   Well - one of those new friends, 
Ken Greenfield, recently approached me with my very  first business opportunity.  He was throwing a 
very  last minute birthday party for a good friend of hi s, but didn’t have the time to plan it.  He knew 
what business I was in and asked if I was intereste d in the job.  (umm… hello?! Yes, of course!)  So 
after a short phone conversation I put my thinking cap on and typed up some décor ideas for the 
party that would be held at Ken’s home.  He made it  clear that the event will be very casual and 
didn’t want to go overboard with the details. After  all, it was very last minute.  I learned that the 
birthday party was for Rich Lamm, who was in his 50 ’s and very much into the game of Croquet.  The 
party was being held on Friday June 20 th at 7:00pm; however, I was supposed to be on a plan e back 
to Texas on that morning. So – just when I thought I would have to decline the business opportunity, 
Ken suggested we continue with the plans and I woul d just have to come over on Thursday 
afternoon to setup for the party.  Good idea, I tho ught!  So, I came up with casual birthday party 
ideas by using actual items from a Croquet set: 1) Monogrammed Napkin Rings that were as vibrant 
as the colors from a playing set. This idea added a  personalized touch to the event.  2) Happy 
Birthday Banner made by using the wickets as the ho lders for the banner. I inset them into baskets of 
fake grass to give the effect that they were actual ly in the ground.  3) Mallet Centerpieces that also  
have fake grass at their base and a personalized me ssage at the top.  4) Croquet Balls in a 
decorative bowl as the centerpiece for the main din ing table.  5) More monogrammed pieces to be 
attached to the buffet table for an added touch.  I  only have pictures of the designs before  they 
were put into their final positions, so you’ll have  to use your imagination.  I heard later that the p arty 
was a huge success and that several people left tha t night with my business card in hand!! �   I guess 
this is what they mean by starting small and workin g yourself up the ladder…  

- Benjamin  
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                         3:30am: Getting Ready to L eave          4:00 am: Arrival at Airport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     After Lunch: Saying Goodbye 

07.04.07:  4th of July in Little Rock, AR 
During the last week of August, one of IBM's large telecommunications customers was having some 
problems with the product that I support. I was onl y involved on the periphery as they went through th e 
normal support channels. Towards the end of that we ek I was required to take a much more active role 
in assisting -- so active that I worked straight th rough the weekend. The customer was getting anxious  
and wanted an IBMer on site. Tuesday morning, July 3rd, I boarded a plane for Little Rock Arkansas. 
Frustratingly enough, by the time my plane arrived I discovered that my suggestions they implemented 
overnight stabilized their environment to the point  that my presence there wasn't necessary! Both the 
customer and the IBM account team wanted me to rema in on-site to be available if something came 
up. My role had changed from giving my technical ex pertise to Operation Warm Fuzzy, and for that 
reason I remained in Little Rock over the holiday a nd returned to Denver on the afternoon of the 5th. The 
following week the Vice President of Development wi thin Tivoli (ie: pretty high up) sent an email to m y 
management team saying how much she appreciated.  

- Casey  

  

07.14.07: Sarah comes to visit 
Our friend Sarah Freyermeuth dropped in for a visit  one Saturday morning as she was in the area (Ft. C ollins) 
for training. I know Sarah from TAMS - and that was  more than a little while ago! For the past several  years 
she has been working with inner-city kids in Chicag o. Benjamin and I support her ministry via Campus 
Crusade for Christ and we were excited to see her i n person. We had a great visit getting caught up on  old 
times, hearing about her new position with CCC work ing with a web team creating content, and her 
upcoming move to Orlando. Can't wait to see her aga in soon! 

- Casey  
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            Are we there yet?            The Grand Entrance     We couldn’t resist this one!  ��� �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Mom and Dad           Me and the Parent s       My Sister 

07.20.07 – 07.22.07:  There’s a Kid in All of Us 
After only living in Denver for 2 months I decided that a family visit in Texas was much needed.  Inde ed I 
was homesick…  I arrived on Friday July 20 th in Corpus Christi where my cousins Valerie and Mar issa 
picked me up.  There was no need to unpack my bags when I got home though because my  family and 
I decided to visit Sea World San Antonio that weeke nd. So – on Saturday morning my parents and I 
jumped in the car and drove to San Antonio.  We spe nt the afternoon with my sister (who drove down 
from Austin) dining, shopping and finding a hotel.  On Sunday morning we checked out of the hotel and 
headed straight to Sea World.  It had been many yea rs, and I was just a kid, the last time I was at Se a 
World, but it was just as fun as I remembered it!  We saw the animal shows, rode some roller coasters,  
etc.  My favorite was the Sea Lion Show.  I am trul y amazed at the things these animals can learn.  
Anyway – we finished the day at around 5:00pm and h eaded back to Kingsville. 

- Benjamin  

   

   

07.23.07 – 07.28.07:  No Place Like Home 
Being home was a very relaxing time for me. My Mom took the week off and we spent our days doing house  
chores, shopping, visiting other family members, di ning, more shopping, etc.  My Dad had to work durin g the 
day but we were also able to spend lots of time tog ether in the evenings.  Mostly this week was a time  for us to 
spend time with one another before school started f or me (which is *very* soon).  South Texas had 
experienced quite a bit of rain, however, while I w as down there. In fact, it rained so much one day t hat we 
had to roll up our jeans and take off our shoes jus t to get to the cars in the driveway!  It was reall y crazy…  But 
the rain was not going to dampen our plans. We had lots of fun just doing whatever.  I was very glad t o see 
my parents and especially glad that I was able to s ee a few of my extended family members as well. My sister 
is scheduled to visit us on August 30 th and my parents will be up here on October 5 th . I can’t wait! 

 -Benjamin  
(see pictures on Page 7)  
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            Going to Lunch Downtown          Downto wn Kingsville       Arriving at the Corpus Christi Airport 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Me and my Parents         Saying goodbye 

   

  

07.29.07: Event Planner turned Interior Decorator 
I received a call from Casey’s Mom (Terri) regardin g their new house in Austin. She mentioned that 
they had been in the house for just a month, but we re at a halt with the moving in process. The main 
reason - paint colors.  They really wanted to chang e the colors in house before they moved all their 
stuff inside, etc. so they asked for my help!  �   After two trips to the Sherwin Williams here in D enver, I 
had some colors for them to choose from for each ro om.  They were very satisfied with my color 
choices and so they went ahead and scheduled the pa inters to come 3 days later. Terri also 
mentioned that she wanted a new (modern) style of d écor but wasn’t sure if she could execute this 
idea on her own.  So there I was with an opportunit y to decorate someone’s house. (Can someone 
please tell me if I had to think twice about that o ne?!)  Um..you better say no!  It was an honor that  
they asked and I was definitely excited to help.  I  actually flew to Austin from Corpus Christi where I 
had just spent a week and a half with my family.  Casey had already been in town for a few d ays and 
so he was the one who picked me up from the airport  in Austin.  The week started a bit slow, but we 
quickly picked up a pace that would eventually lead  to a mostly  decorated house.  We shopped at 
Louis Shanks, Haverty’s, Rooms to Go, Michael’s, Ta rget, Home Depot, Hobby Lobby, Dillard’s , Bed Bath 
& Beyond, Linens and Things… well – you get the pic ture!  It was a very  busy week of decision making, 
early mornings, late nights, etc. I was extremely a mused when it got to the point of which sales perso ns 
at furniture stores were offering me their business  card (because they thought I was a local interior 
decorator) and Casey’s parents were introducing me to people as their interior decorator.  I was 
loving every minute of it �   With so much to take on in so little time, we dec ided that we wouldn’t 
worry about the upstairs of the house for now.  So – we focused on the downstairs and got most things 
done with the exception of the master bedroom and t he formal dining room.  Due to back-ordered 
furniture I wasn’t able to complete some of my proj ects but my clients understood and were very 
patient with the entire process ;)  I have some pic tures of some of the areas of the house so you can 
see what we did.  Remember, with the exception of a  couple of bed frames and some bath towels, 
the house was completely empty when I arrived.  I b elieve I have already been booked in advance to 
attend to some unfinished business during our Novem ber visit. (Who knows - they might even get some 
complimentary decorating services for Christmas. � )  Enjoy! 

-Benjamin  
(see pictures on Pages 8 & 9)  
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        Mantle Display          Living Room             Benjamin Creation No.1 (white flowers) 
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        Another inset Display          Coffee & Tea  Bar Theme in Kitchen 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Benjamin Creation No.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Zen Theme in Master Bathroom         Benjamin C reation No.3 (candles & rocks) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Benjamin Creation No.4 (curly willow, moss)         Close-up            Master Bathroom Toilet Room 
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      Benjamin Creation No.5 (Framed Fabrics)        I call this: Vintage Modern         Another Close -up 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Guest Bedroom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Entrance to Guest Area          Guest B athroom 
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1) Our first Guest:  Eric Stone 
2) Restaurant of the Month 
3) The U.S. Mint Tour 

   

 

  


